
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Bible Studies - Term 1, 2024 
Studies 9 - 10 
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Matthew 22:15 - 28:20 
 

Famous Last Words 
The final words of Jesus in his final week 

 
A Sermon and Bible Study Series  
on the end of Matthew’s Gospel 

 
 
 
 

The Preaching Plan 

Sunday  Matthew Sermon Title 

January 28  22:15-22 Government and God 

February 4  22:23-33 God of the Living 

 11  22:34-40 Greatest Commandments 

 18  22:41-46 David’s Son, David’s Lord 

 25 A one-off sermon,  not part of this series. 

March 3  23:1-39 You Hypocrites! 

 10  24:1-44 Keep Watch 

 17  24:42 - 25:46 Be Faithful and Wise 

Palm 

Sunday 
24  26:1-16 

Prediction, Plot, Perfume 

(and Palms) 
Good 

Friday 
29  26:17 - 27:66 My God, My God! 

Easter 31  28:1-15 Do Not Be Afraid 

April 7  28:16-20 Go and Make Disciples 
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Study 9 - Matthew 26:17 - 28:15 
Easter 
 

Getting Started 

What memories of Easter celebrations do you have?   

It may be anything from a meaningful Tenebrae service,  

to a childhood Easter Egg hunt; from an Easter youth camp,  

to a family fishing trip. 

 

 

 

Note:  This study lines up with the passages for the Good 

Friday and Easter Sunday services.  It is intentionally more 

reflective, with the focus on reading through the whole 

passage and hearing all of Matthew’s account of the heart  

of the Good News – the death and resurrection of Jesus.   

I encourage you to read slowly and reflectively.  There are a 

couple of questions after each section, but don’t let an overly 

academic analysis or lengthy discussion get in the way of the 

main aim of hearing again ‘the old, old story of Jesus and his 

love.’  Don’t feel you have to answer all the questions. 

 

 

 

1.  The Last Supper 

Read Matthew 26:17-30 

What was the importance of the Passover for the Jews? 

 



4 

How does Jesus redefine it? 

 

How do we remember it?  (Luke 22:19) 

 

The events of chapter 26 occur on the Thursday night.  Traditionally 

it is called Maundy Thursday.  Maundy is derived from the Latin 

word mandatum, which means mandate or commandment, and refers 

to Jesus’ commandment at the Last Supper: ‘Love one another as  

I have loved you.’ (John 13:34) 

 

2.  The Garden of Gethsemane 

Read Matthew 26:31-56 

Jesus has predicted his betrayal during the Passover meal.  

Now, as they walk to the Garden of Gethsemane, he predicts 

Peter’s denial.  Reflect on Jesus’ prayer and the disciples 

lack of prayer and their fleeing as it relates to your own 

discipleship. 

 

What parts of Scripture is Jesus referring to in verse 54? 

 

 

3.  The Jewish Trial 

Read Matthew 26:57 - 27:10 

On what charge is Jesus condemned to death? 

 

In what ways can you identify with Peter in verses 69-75? 
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4.  The Roman Trial 

Early on the Friday morning Jesus is taken to Pilate (27:1-2) 

Read Matthew 27:11-26 

What do you make of Pilate’s actions? 

 

What do you make of Mrs Pilate’s comments? 

 

 

 

 

5.  The Crucifixion 

Read Matthew 27:27-56 

No questions.  Spend time in silence and quiet reflection.  

Don’t rush this part.  Put yourself in the sandals of those 

‘standing there.’  You may wish to share with the group at 

the end of the time, or turn your reflections into a time of 

prayer. 
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5.  The Burial 

Read Matthew 27:57-66 

We know what is going to happen, but how would Joseph of 

Arimathea, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary be feeling? 

 

How are the chief priests and the Pharisees feeling? 

 

 

 

6.  The Resurrection 

Read Matthew 28:1-15 

How are Mary Magdalene and the other Mary feeling now? 

 

What is the significance of the resurrection for Christians? 

 

 

 

It really is an incredibly brief account of the resurrection.  

For Matthew’s readers it was a well-accepted fact so did not 

need an extensive narrative and explanation, but information 

is given that helps us.  How do 27:62-66 and 28:11-15 give 

you confidence in the resurrection of Jesus?  
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Conclusion 

The death and resurrection of Jesus is the core of the 

Christian faith.  What is your response to this.  If we have 

responded with faith in Jesus, what must our ongoing 

response be?  See, for example, 1 Corinthains 15:1-7, 55-58. 

 

 

 

Share a favourite Bible verse about the death and 

resurrection of Jesus, or a favourite song that speaks  

of these things. 

 

 

 

Pray that this Easter we will be struck afresh by the wonder 

of what God has done for us in Christ.  Pray that we will 

never lose that wonder and respond to his ‘love so amazing, 

so divine’ with ‘our soul, with our life, with our all.’ 
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Study 10 - Matthew 28:16-20 
The Great Commission 
 

Getting Started 

Note:  This is the final study in this series and lines up with 

the preaching on Sunday 7 April (the Sunday after Easter).  

The next sermon and study series on the life of Jacob begin 

on Sunday 28 April. 

 

What do you find hard about sharing your faith with a  

non-Christian friend, colleague, or family member? 

 

 

 

 

1.  The Great Commission is Given 

Read Matthew 28:16-20 

What do you make of the comment here that ‘some doubted’ 

after all that has happened?  (Commentators have various 

theories, so don’t spend too long on it!) 

 

 

What does the risen Jesus claim about himself?  (verse 18) 

 

Who has given him this authority? 
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What does the repeated use of the word ‘all’ tell you about 

the commission?  (In the original Greek it is literally: all 

authority, all nations, all things, all the days.) 

 

 

The Great Commission contains one primary command and 

that is ‘make disciples.’  The structure of the sentence in the 

original Greek makes it clear that ‘go,’ ‘baptising,’ and 

‘teaching’ are aspects of the process of making disciples.  

How does that help us understand the commission?  

 

 

What does it mean to go?  Where are you called to go? 

 

 

Baptism and the way it is practiced in different churches has 

led to a lot of discussion and even division.  Without getting 

into a debate about what age or how much water (sprinkled, 

dunked or dry-cleaned), what is the essential meaning of 

baptism in the life of a disciple? 

 

 

A disciple is literally a learner.  What is the disciple to be 

taught? 
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Optional extra… 

Compare Matthew’s account with the commissioning as 

recorded in Luke 24:44-49, Acts 1:8, and John 21:15-23.  

What is similar?  What is different?  What unique emphases 

does Matthew bring. 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  Putting the Commission into Action 

Over January, the sermon series was ‘Engaging With a 

Sceptical World.’  If you were here for any of that series, 

two months on, have you put into place any of the challenges 

and points of application from the series? 

 

 

 

During that series Steve encouraged us to think about our 

own ‘skeptimony’ - our testimony to share with a sceptical 

world.  He suggested a simple three-point model to tell your 

story… 

1. Your life before knowing Christ 

2. How you met Christ 

3. Your life after you met Christ 

At that time we were encouraged to share our ‘skeptimony’ 

in Bible Study groups as a way of getting to know each 

other, and a way to help us become comfortable telling our 

story so we are ready to share it with non-Christians. 
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If you haven’t done that in your group, take time over the 

next few weeks to start that process. 

 

 

How is your discipleship displayed on a daily basis?  

 

 

All disciples of Jesus are called to be disciple makers.   

How are you (or can you be) involved in the different 

aspects of making disciples? 

 

 

Are you helping anyone grow as a disciple of Jesus?   

Is some helping you grow as a disciple of Jesus? 

 

 

What is Jesus final promise and how does that encourage us 

as we make disciples? 

 

 

 

 

Conclusion 

It has been said that Jesus last command must be our first 

concern.  Let us pray that it is increasingly so in our own 

lives and in the church. 
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