
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Bible Studies - Term 1, 2024 
Studies 3 - 4 
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Matthew 22:15 - 28:20 
 

Famous Last Words 
The final words of Jesus in his final week 

 
A Sermon and Bible Study Series  
on the end of Matthew’s Gospel 

 
 
 
 

The Preaching Plan 

Sunday  Matthew Sermon Title 

January 28  22:15-22 Government and God 

February 4  22:23-33 God of the Living 

 11  22:34-40 Greatest Commandments 

 18  22:41-46 David’s Son, David’s Lord 

 25 A one-off sermon,  not part of this series. 

March 3  23:1-39 You Hypocrites! 

 10  24:1-44 Keep Watch 

 17  24:42 - 25:46 Be Faithful and Wise 

Palm 

Sunday 
24  26:1-16 

Prediction, Plot, Perfume 

(and Palms) 
Good 

Friday 
29  26:17 - 27:66 My God, My God! 

Easter 31  28:1-15 Do Not Be Afraid 

April 7  28:16-20 Go and Make Disciples 
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Study 3 - Matthew 22:34-40 
Greatest Commandments 
 

Getting Started 

A recent survey showed that 84 percent of Americans 

believe that ‘enjoying yourself is the highest goal of life.’ 

What’s your highest goal in life?  Are you with the 84%? 

 

 

 

1.  Yet Another Test Question 

After the trick questions of study 1 (Matthew 22:17) and 

study 2 (Matthew 22:23) the Pharisees are at it again. 

Read Matthew 22:34-36. 

Why do you think they asked this question?  Was their goal 

to learn something important from Jesus or trap him? 

 

 

2.  Jesus’ Reply - part 1 

Read Matthew 22:37-40 

What does Jesus say is the first and greatest commandment? 

 

 

Why is this the first and greatest? 

 

This first part of Jesus’ reply is hardly surprising.  He quotes 

from the Shema.  The Hebrew word Shema simply means 

Hear which is the first word of Deuteronomy 6:4-9. 
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(The first word of passage was often used as the title or 

name of the whole passage.)  The Shema was repeated every 

morning and evening by the Jews.   

Read the Shema.    

 

Why the list – heart, soul, mind?  (Note that Deuteronomy 

has strength rather than mind and that Mark’s Gospel (12:30) 

uses all four words.) 

How are they the same or different? 

How would you summarise verse 37? 

 

 

What does it mean to love God with all your heart, soul, and 

mind and strength?   

 

 

 

What does that actually look like in daily life? 

 

 

 

What challenges are there to living out this commandment? 
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3.  Jesus’ Reply - part 2 

After giving the first and greatest commandment, Jesus says 

a second is like it.  What is this commandment? 

 

 

Do you know where it is found in the Old Testament?  

Read Leviticus 19:18. 

 

What does it mean to love your neighbour as yourself?   

 

 

 

What does that actually look like in daily life? 

 

 

 

What challenges are there to living out this commandment? 

 

 

 

 

4.  Jesus’ Reply - His Summary 

In verse 40 Jesus says that all the Law and the Prophets hang 

on these two commandments.  What does that mean? 
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How does that relate to Matthew 7:12 where the so-called 

Golden Rule is said to sum up the Law and Prophets? 

 

How does loving God affect our relationship with others? 

 

What do these two commandments say about what our 

priorities in life should be? 

 

How can you grow in obeying these commandments? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conclusion 

These are the greatest commandments because they go to 

the essence of the way God has created us to live: giving 

oneself to God and to others to fulfill his purposes for us as 

the crown of his creation in displaying in our lives the glory 

of God’s kingdom on earth.  Jesus’ inauguration of the 

kingdom enables this to be a concrete reality for his 

disciples.  M.J. Wilkins 

 

Pray that we will grow in obedience to these commands – 

loving God and loving others – in response to the love of 

God for us.   
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Study 4 - Matthew 22:41-46 
David’s Son / David’s Lord 
 

Getting Started 

How would you respond if a non-church-going friend asked 

you, “In 25 words or less, who is Jesus?” 

 

 

After three encounters with the religious leaders asking 

questions designed to trap Jesus, now the tables are turned, 

and Jesus asks a question of them. 

Read Matthew 22:41-42 

 

1.  The Question 

The question Jesus asks is, ‘Whose son is the Messiah?” 

Some English translations have ‘Christ’ which comes from 

the Greek translation of the Hebrew word ‘Messiah.’   

What does the word Messiah or Christ mean?   

 

 

Both Messiah and Christ mean ‘anointed,’ particularly 

‘anointed with oil.’  The term carries special significance 

because of the Israelite practice of anointing with oil a 

person being installed to a special office – particularly  

a king or priest. 

There is a real sense in which every king in the line of  

David is ‘a messiah.’  After the Babylonian Exile there  

was a looking forward to the coming of ‘The Messiah,’  

‘The Anointed One,’ who would restore Israel to its former 



8 

glory and to righteousness.  The Messiah would be The 

Saviour/King. 

What would some of the hopes and expectations of this 

Messiah be for the Jews under Roman rule at this time? 

 

 

 

2.  A Correct Answer 

Jesus asks, ‘Whose son [descendant] is the Messiah?”   

The answer would be obvious to the Pharisees.  How do  

they reply? 

 

 

Their answer is correct.  Have a look at these Old Testament 

references: 

2 Samuel 7:13, 16 

Isaiah 9:6-7 

Isaiah 11:1-3a 

Jeremiah 23:5-6 

 

 

 

By the time of Jesus, ‘Son of David’ was used as a 

Messianic title.  See Matthew 9:27; 15:22 and 20:29-34   

where it is applied to Jesus. 
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What prophecy does Jesus fulfill on Palm Sunday? 

See Matthew 21:4-5 and Zechariah 9:9. 

 

 

 

How do the crowds identify Jesus on Palm Sunday?   

See Matthew 21:9. 

 

 

Jesus accepts this identification (see Matthew 21:14-16).   

He is the Son of David, he is the long waited for Messiah.   

See also Matthew 1:1. 

 

 

 

3.  An Inadequate Answer 

The Messiah is the son of David.  The answer is correct, but 

it is also inadequate. 

Read Matthew 22:43-45 

The quote is from Psalm 110:1.  This Psalm is the one that is 

most quoted in the New Testament.  It was understood to be 

Messianic, that is, talking about The Messiah.  Read the whole 

of Psalm 110. 

What is Jesus’ logic in Matthew 22:45? 
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What inferences can we make about The Messiah? 

 

 

 

 

 A few things to note: 

• In Jewish thought the father was always greater than the 

son, therefore, if the Messiah is the son of David, he 

cannot be greater than David. 

• Yet David, in this Psalm that was understood to be 

speaking of the Messiah, calls him his Lord, that is,  

The Messiah must be greater than David. 

• See how this Messiah is given the place of honour at 

God’s right hand. (Note the use of LORD in capitals in 

Psalm 110:1.) 

 

What particular aspect of the Messiah’s (i.e. his) nature is 

Jesus bringing out by referring to this Psalm? 

 

 

 

What do we learn about Jesus’ nature from Paul in Romans 

1:1-4? 
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4.  Who is Jesus? 

The question that remains before us is that which Jesus put 

to his followers in Matthew 16:13-16 – ‘Who do you say I 

am?’  No doubt Peter didn’t fully grasp what his response 

meant, but what double identification does he give? 

 

 

 

As Christians we believe that Jesus is fully God and fully 

human.  See also John 1:1.  Why did the Messiah need to 

have this dual nature? 

 

 

 

 

Conclusion 

Read Matthew 22:46.   

No more questions are asked.  The next questions that 

Matthew tells us are asked of Jesus by the Jewish leaders  

are in Matthew 26:62-66.  What response does Jesus’  

answer bring? 

 

 

Their failure to believe that Jesus is who he says leads to the 

crucifixion.  Paradoxically it is through his death that Jesus 

does his work as The Messiah, as The Saviour/King, in 

taking the punishment for our sin. 
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The greatest question we must each answer is: 

   ‘Who is Jesus Christ and how do you respond to him?’ 

Many will admit to the greatness of Jesus as a teacher,  

and as a moral example, but this view is as inadequate as 

that of the Pharisees.  Jesus must be acknowledged as The 

Messiah, as the Son of God who died and rose again so  

that the price for our sin could be paid, so that we can be 

redeemed, saved, forgiven and adopted into God’s family  

as we respond in repentance and faith, trusting in all Jesus 

has done. 

Pray that we will never lose sight of the wonder of who 

Jesus is and what he has done.  Pray that we will share this 

good news! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


