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In these eight studies we turn our attention as a church to the Apostle 
Peter’s First Letter.  In this ‘year of COVID’ we have looked at Matthew’s 
Gospel, the opening seven letters in Revelation and the musings of 
Ecclesiastes. Each has its own connection to 1 Peter. 
Peter’s last appearance in Matthew (26:75) has him weeping outside the 
High Priest’s house having denied knowing Jesus. Though written about 
40 years earlier, this letter is addressed to Christians in the same 
general area as Revelation and shares the theme of suffering under 
persecution. And 1 Peter shows us most clearly the cure for the 
meaninglessness that Ecclesiastes points out but ultimately doesn’t 
resolve. 
This book has long been my favorite epistle* and it is my prayer that 1 
Peter will speak clearly to you of the love of Jesus shown by the mature 
Peter, of the strength God provides in our troubles and of the wonderful 
meaningfulness of the gospel of Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord. 

Greg Holmes, September 2020 

 

 
Program 

 
Date  Study Passage Title* 

Sun 4 Oct 1 1 Peter 
1:1-12 

“New birth into a living hope” 

Sun 11 Oct 2 1 Peter 
1:13-25 

“Set your hope fully” 

Sun 18 Oct 3 1 Peter 
2:1-10 

“Now you are the people of God” 

Sun 25 Oct 4 1 Peter 
2:11-25 

“Aliens and strangers in the world” 

Sun 1 Nov 5 1 Peter 
3:1-12 

“Love as brothers”  

Sun 8 Nov 6 1 Peter 
3:13-4:6 

“Set apart Christ as Lord” 

Sun 15 Nov 7 1 Peter 
4:7-19 

“Be clear minded and self-controlled” 

Sun 22 Nov 8 1 Peter 
5:1-14 

“Under God's mighty hand” 
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RESOURCES 
Barnett, P, 1 Peter: Living Hope (Reading the Bible Today) (Sydney South, Aquila, 

2006) 

I would recommend this commentary as one that is solid in scholarship and very 
readable. Paul Barnett is a former Bishop of North Sydney and Moore College 
lecturer.) 

Grudem, W. 1 Peter (Tyndale New Testament Commentaries) (Inter-Varsity Press, 
Leicester, England 1988)  

Sanchez, J.R, 1 Peter for You (USA, The Good Book Company, 2016) 

Wheaton, David H. 1 Peter in D. A. Carson, R. T. France, J. A. Motyer, G. J. 
Wenham (Eds) THE NEW BIBLE COMMENTARY 21st Century Edition (Inter-
Varsity Press, Leicester, England 1994)  

Also, the outline of 1 Peter on the Bible Project website. 
https://thebibleproject.com/all-videos/ 

IN the main the Bible text referred to is NIV 2011. 

A complete reference list is at the end of these notes. 

Please note that as many of you may be doing these ‘solo’ that the booklet entitled 
“Thoughts, Notes and Answers is available to everyone via the KAC website or 
through the office. 

*In fact, we did a series on 1 Peter in 2005 and you may recognize some of the 
questions? 

 

The Nine Studies each have these BITS in them: 

Before you start 

This is meant to be just a thought starter - could be discussed or just used as 
an intro to the study. 

The Text 

These questions give a beginning to understanding the main thrusts of the 
passage. Just working through them will give a good grasp of the issues and 
some application 

The second set of questions seek to go deeper - I have called them: 

Connections 

You could work through each of them or you could pick and choose in order to 
study those aspects of the passage which are of interest. 

The Gospel Connection 

These questions and readings reflect my fascination with the fact that Peter is 
an apostle who was “there” at all of the things that Jesus did and that those 
things cannot help but have a major effect on Him and his thinking about 
Christian things. I have attempted to link (sometimes somewhat tenuously) the 
incidents with the way Peter writes in the Letter 

I trust these just add an extra dimension to our study of 1 Peter. 

It is also interesting to reflect that it is possible that Peter was telling his stories 
of Jesus to Mark and he was writing them down in what is our Gospel of Mark 

https://thebibleproject.com/all-videos/
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in Rome at about the same time. A fairly reliable tradition tells us that this is 
how Mark’s Gospel came about. 

Impact 

These are the ‘application’ questions 

We need to make the rubber of the ‘idea’ hit the road of our lives, thoughts and 
actions. - One of the problems in writing ‘application’ type questions is not 
knowing where all the individuals in groups etc. are up to. If you, can see a 
better application of the material - DO IT. - The important thing is to relevantly 
apply what we are talking about to our lives. 

A Verse to Learn 

I am hopeless at learning scripture but I thought that these would be good verses to 
know ... You could run little competitions in your group or something if you like. (Once 
a Primary teacher always a primary teacher) 

 

Please note that my answers below are not the ‘correct’ answers or what you 
are trying to get to in the study. I have set them out as a guide to my thinking 
only. 

 

 

1 Peter: Some Background 

A.F. Walls “Peter, First Epistle Of” in J. D. Douglas, N. Hillyer, D. R. W. Wood, I. H. 
Marshall, A. R. Millard, J. I. Packer, D. J. Wiseman (Eds) The New Bible Dictionary 
Leicester, IVP. 

Peter, First Epistle Of. The letter is sent in the name of the apostle, to whose status 
and experience there is a modest allusion in 5:1. A certain function is ascribed to 
Silvanus (5:12)—almost certainly the *Silas of Acts. The address is the widest in the 
NT (1:1); to the Christians of five provinces (of which Bithynia and Pontus were for 
administrative purposes merged). 

I. Outline of contents 

a. Address and greeting (1:1–2) 

Trinitarian in form and concerned with the work of salvation. 

b. Thanksgiving (1:3–12) 

In form a berakhah, or blessing of God, for the privileges of salvation (contrast Paul’s 
thanksgivings), making reference to present suffering. 

c. The implications of salvation (1:13–2:10) 

God’s purpose for his people: the nature of redemption and the call of the redeemed 
to fear God and love one another: the privileges of belonging to the people of God. 
The section includes the call to ‘put off’ the characteristics of the old life. 
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d. Christian relationships (2:11–3:12) 

The appeal to good behaviour among the Gentiles: careful subjection to lawfully 
constituted authority; the duties of slaves, under good and bad masters, with the 
example of Christ; the duties for wives and husbands; the call to unity; love, 
gentleness and humility, swelling into Ps. 34. 

e. Suffering and the will of God (3:13–22) 

Preparedness to suffer injustice: Christ’s suffering and its triumphant consequences. 

f. Holy living (4:1–11) 

Includes a call to watch: culminates in a benediction. 

g. The fiery trial (4:12–19) 

A sudden resumption of the theme of imminent suffering: its inherent blessing: the 
glory of suffering for the Name: the coming judgment. 

h. Address to elders (5:1–4) 

i. General address and benediction (5:5–11) 

Including a renewal of the call to vigilance and to resistance to the evil one. 

j. Personalia and greetings (5:12–14) 

 

II. Place of writing 

The letter conveys greetings from the church in ‘Babylon’ (5:13). Mesopotamian 
Babylon is unlikely: it is too much of a coincidence that Mark and Silvanus, old 
colleagues of Paul, should be there too. Still less can be said for Babylon on the Nile, 
a military depot. It is far more likely that, as in Rev. 14:8; 17:5, etc., Babylon stands 
for Rome. The OT had compared it as a symbol of godless prosperity (cf. Is. 14); 
theories that it is a general allegory for ‘the world’ or a cryptogram for security 
purposes are needless. There are grounds for believing Peter worked in Rome, and 
the presence of Mark and Silvanus would be explained. 

 

III. The author’s background 

A rewarding study can be made of the connection between 1 Peter and the other parts 
of the NT with which Peter is associated: Mark’s Gospel and the early speeches in 
Acts. It is not simply a matter of verbal links between 1 Pet. 2:20ff. and Mark’s passion 
narrative (cf. Selwyn, p. 30). Mark, the Petrine speeches and 1 Peter all set forth Christ 
in terms of the suffering Servant of Isaiah 53; 1 Peter and Mk. both expound the Lord’s 
death as a ransom (cf. Mk. 10:45 with 1 Pet. 1:18). Other NT writings, of course, are 
indebted to Is. 53, but it is remarkable that these three have this prophetic passage so 
deeply impressed that it may be regarded as their central thought about Christ. 1 Pet. 
2, like Is. 53, describes both the Servant’s conduct and sufferings and the significance 
of them. Much has been said of the call to the imitation of Christ in 1 Peter; but there 
is far more than a description of the passion and an appeal to imitation: the thought 
moves on to what is forever inimitable, the redemption which only his suffering could 
effect. 
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The Petrine speeches in Acts share with 1 Peter the same sense of prophetic fulfilment 
(Acts 2:16ff.; 3:18; 1 Pet. 1:10ff., 20), the insistence on the cross as the foreordained 
action of God (Acts 2:23; 1 Pet. 1:20), the same connection of the resurrection and 
exaltation (Acts 2:32ff.; 1 Pet. 1:21); the call to repentance and faith-baptism (Acts 
2:38, 40; 1 Pet. 3:20ff.); the certainty of Christ’s judgment of the living and dead (Acts 
10:42; 1 Pet. 4:5); joyous recognition of the Gentile mission and its blessings (Acts 
10:9ff.; 11:17; 15:7ff.; 1 Pet. 1:1, 4–12; 2:3–10), expressed from a Jewish standpoint. 
It would take a Jew of Peter’s views to speak of Gentile Christians as ‘elect … 
sojourners of the Dispersion’ (1:1, RV), and to describe them as entering Israel (2:9f.—
note the modification of Hosea: the [910] readers had never been God’s people 
before). A Jew, too, could describe their background as ‘what the Gentiles like to do’ 
(4:3). 

Again, in both 1 Peter and the Petrine speeches we are, as we have seen, in an 
atmosphere where the ‘name’ of Jesus means much (see ., above). Even details may 
be significant: the use of the oracle about the stone (Acts 4:10ff.; 1 Pet. 2:7) and the 
use of xylon, properly ‘wood’, for the cross (Acts 5:30; 10:39; 1 Pet. 2:24). 

1 Peter contains an unusual number of apparent reminiscences of the Lord’s words: 
generally not as formal quotations, but woven into the framework of the discourse (e.g. 
1 Pet. 1:16 = Mt. 5:48; 1:17 = Mt. 22:16; 1:18 = Mk. 10:45; 1:22 = Jn. 15:12; 2:19 = 
Lk. 6:32 and Mt. 5:39; 3:9 = Mt. 5:39; 3:14 = Mt. 5:10; 4:11 = Mt. 5:16; 4:13 = Mt. 
5:10ff.; 4:18 = Mt. 24:22; 5:3 = Mt. 20:25f.; 5:7 = Mt. 6:25ff.), and other passages take 
on a richer meaning if Peter were in fact the author. These connections are not 
exclusively from the Marcan tradition: but 1 Peter and Mk. alike display the theme of 
the suffering and the glory. 

 

And from the New Bible Commentary:  

David H. Wheaton 1 Peter in D. A. Carson, R. T. France, J. A. Motyer, G. J. Wenham 
(Eds) THE NEW BIBLE COMMENTARY 21st Century Edition (1994) INTER-
VARSITY PRESS, LEICESTER, ENGLAND 

 

What does Peter say to his readers? 

Those who originally received this letter were Christians who were in danger of losing 
their way. Their newfound faith had severed the ties which had bound them to their 
non–Christian relatives and neighbours and was itself being tested because they were 
facing suffering. This situation was probably not what they had expected when they 
had first heard the gospel, and it is an experience faced by every generation since 
then. 

 Peter met their needs by reassuring them of the gospel. Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit work together to bring us a new life (1:3-5; 2:2; 4:1-6) in which the past is forgiven 
(2:24; 3:18), the present is protected (1:5) and motivated (4:2), and the future assured 
(1:4, 7). This is a way of life to be lived out in practical terms (1:13-16) and in everyday 
relationships (2:16; 3:1, 7). It equips the followers of Jesus for living in the real world 
of the here and now (4:1-4) and for that world of eternal glory for which Jesus is even 
now preparing us (5:10). 
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 So Peter’s response to the question of suffering is that it is a part of the journey 
of faith. It tests the seriousness of our discipleship (1:7), joins us to our fellow–
Christians (5:9), and will be vindicated on the day of judgment (4:16-19). Though 
believers are ‘strangers’ and ‘scattered’ in this world (1;1), they are part of the pilgrim 
people of God (2:5, 9), journeying to the Father’s home (1:4). They look forward to the 
day when Jesus will return for his own (1:7; 2:12; 5:4). These are truths which can 
motivate today’s Christians to live for God’s glory, just as they encouraged Peter’s 
original readers. 

 Peter writes as one whose heart has lost none of the fire of love stirred up by the 
Master at the Sea of Tiberias (cf. Jn. 21:1, 15-19 with 1 Pet. 1:8). In this letter there is 
all the vividness of the personal recollections of a follower of Jesus Christ.  
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1 Peter: Some Background 
An Outline of 1 Peter 

From: Edwards, D.R., 1 Peter (Story of God Commentary) (Grand Rapids, Zondervan, 2017 

The following outline demonstrates that 1 Peter, like most of the letters of the 
NT, fits the typical pattern of Greco-Roman letters: 

The Opening Greeting (1:1–2) 

These verses contain a formulaic opening: “A to B, greetings,” where the 
sender “A” greets the recipient(s) “B,” often with some sort of 
remembrance or wish for the recipient’s good health.” 

The Introduction (1:3–12) 

This section is where central themes are put forward. Generally, the 
introduction of a Greco-Roman letter might contain a blessing or a prayer 
of thanksgiving to God or the gods; in non-Christian letters, writers 
sometimes gave thanks to pagan deities. Peter opens this section offering 
praise to God. The major themes of suffering, holiness, and salvation are 
touched on in this introduction. Verses 6–9 mention suffering and trials. 
Holiness, or upright behavior, is linked to Peter’s comments about new 
birth (v. 3), genuine faith (v. 7), and the community’s love for Jesus, which 
flows from that faith (v. 8). Salvation is prominent throughout the 
introduction (e.g., vv. 3–5, 9–10).” 

The Body of the Letter (1:13–5:11) 

This is where the main message is found. 

1:13–2:10 is the body opening, where the exhortations begin.” 

2:11–4:11 is the heart of the letter, where Peter discloses practical 
instructions regarding how believers should live the holy lives encouraged 
in the previous section. Peter begins this section with “dear friends” 
(2:11), the same words that begin the next section (4:12). 

4:12–5:11 is the body closing, a section that recapitulates earlier points 
and offers final motivational comments and reminders.” 

 
The Conclusion (5:12–14) 

This is the section that usually contains final greetings and sometimes a final 
praise, or doxology. Peter has already offered a closing doxology at 5:11.” 
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1 Peter 
Fee, G.D. and Stuart, D. How to Read the Bible Book by Book (Grand Rapids, Zondervan, 
2002) 

ORIENTING DATA FOR 1 PETER 

  Content: a letter of encouragement to Christians undergoing suffering, instructing 
them how to respond Christianly to their persecutors and urging them to live lives worthy of 
their calling 

  Author: the apostle Peter; written by Silas (5:12), the sometime companion of Paul 

  Date: ca. A.D. 64–65 from Rome (5:13, Babylon was used by both Jews and 
Christians to refer to Rome as a place of exile) 

  Recipients: mostly Gentile believers (1:14, 18; 2:9–10; 4:3–4) in the five provinces in 
the northwest quadrant of Asia Minor (modern Turkey), referred to—with a play on the 
Jewish Diaspora—as strangers (= exiles) in the world 

  Occasion: probably concern over an outbreak of local persecution that some newer 
believers (2:2–3) were experiencing as a direct result of their faith in Christ 

  Emphases: suffering for the sake of righteousness should not surprise us; believers 
should submit to unjust suffering the way Christ did; Christ suffered on our behalf to free us 
from sin; God’s people should live righteously at all times, but especially in the face of 
hostility; our hope for the future is based on the certainty of Christ’s resurrection 

OVERVIEW OF 1 PETER 

 Peter’s primary concern is for truly Christian living in the context of hostility and 
suffering. The letter moves forward in a kind of elliptical way, embracing first one and then 
the other of these concerns, returning to them over and over again along the way. At the 
same time these concerns are placed within the context of Christ’s suffering and 
resurrection, [p. 403] his suffering offering a pattern for believers as well as saving them, his 
resurrection giving them hope in the midst of present suffering. 

 The opening thanksgiving (1:3–12) sets forth the themes: salvation, hope for the 
future, suffering, genuine faith (= faithful living). The rest of the letter falls into three parts 
(1:13–2:10; 2:11–4:11; 4:12–5:11), signaled by the address “dear friends” in 2:11 and 4:12 
(and the doxology in 4:11). Part 1 is a call to holy living, with emphasis on their life together 
as the people of God. Using all kinds of images from the Old Testament, Peter reassures 
them that they are God’s people by election, whose lives together are to give evidence that 
they are God’s children and thus declare God’s praises. 

 Part 2 focuses primarily on their being God’s people for the sake of the pagan world 
(2:12)—those responsible for their suffering. He begins (2:11–3:7) by urging Christlike 
submission in specific institutional settings (pagan government [2:13–17]; pagan masters 
[2:18–25]; pagan husbands [3:1–6]) in which believers may expect to suffer. He then 
generalizes this appeal to all believers (3:8–4:6), specifically when facing suffering for doing 
good; again, Christ’s death and resurrection serve as the basis for holiness and hope. He 
concludes by speaking once more to their life together as God’s people (4:7–11). 
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 In part 3 he puts their suffering into a theological context, while urging the elders to 
lead the others in properly Christian responses to undeserved suffering, as well as in their 
relationships to one another. 

SPECIFIC ADVICE FOR READING 1 PETER 

 The special vocabulary of 1 Peter tells much of the story and should be watched for 
as you read. These words are especially important: suffering (11x); anastrophe (“way of life, 
behavior” 6x [1:15, 18; 2:12; 3:1, 2, 16]); God (39x); Christ (22x); Spirit/spiritual (8x); God’s 
will (4x); election/calling (10x); save/salvation (6x); and hope (5x)—along with a number of 
other words that point to the future (inheritance, glory, etc.), plus a large vocabulary 
reminding them that they are God’s people, living as ’”foreigners” or “strangers” or those in 
exile in the present world. 

 What propels the letter from beginning to end is their suffering. Peter’s concern is 
that they understand their suffering in the larger context of God’s saving purposes. Thus the 
strong emphasis on the work of the Triune God. God, the author of salvation, has both 
chosen and called them to be his people in the world. Suffering may therefore be 
understood as [p. 404] in keeping with God’s higher purposes (his will); yet Christ’s death 
and resurrection have made their final salvation altogether certain so that they live in hope. 
Note that Peter—significantly—always refers to Christ’s redeeming work in terms of his 
suffering (rather than “dying”) for us, which at the same time also serves as the example to 
be followed (2:21–24; 3:15–18)—all of which is enabled by the Spirit (1:2; 2:5; 4:14). All of 
this is said over and over again, with obvious interest in encouraging and reassuring them. 

 At the same time Peter is greatly concerned about the way they live, both their 
conduct as a people together and the way they respond to suffering. First, he repeatedly 
reminds them that they are a pilgrim people—strangers and foreigners here, whose 
inheritance is in heaven—and that they should live the life of heaven in their sojourn on 
earth. Second by living in this way they will serve as God’s priestly people for the sake of the 
pagans who are hostile to them so that they “may be won over” (3:1). Thus his readers are 
to fulfill their calling where Israel failed—to be a blessing to the nations. In the end there is 
not a thing in this letter that does not have these ends in mind. Be looking for them as you 
read. 

 You also need to have a sense of the first-century household in order to appreciate 
what is urged in 2:18–3:7. In ways that are hardly understandable to Western cultures over 
the past several centuries, in the first-century Greco-Roman household the male head of the 
house was the absolute “lord and master.” In most such households, if he cared at all for 
things religious (and religion was a part of their way of life, whether taken seriously or not), 
then it was customary for the entire household (wife, children, household slaves) to adopt 
the religion of the householder. Peter is speaking into this context, where some household 
slaves and wives have gotten out of line on this matter by becoming followers of Christ, 
whereas when he speaks in a secondary way to the husband in 3:7 he assumes that he and 
his household have all followed Christ. 
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A WALK THROUGH 1 PETER 

  1:1–2 Salutation 

 This salutation is theologically compact. Watch for Peter’s emphases: their election, 
their being “strangers in the world,” and the saving work of the Triune God. 

  1:3–12 A Berakah (Blessing of God) 

 In keeping with the Jewish imagery and emphasis throughout, Peter begins with a 
berakah (“blessed be God”; cf. Eph 1:3), first with an emphasis on their sure future (vv. 3–5) 
before turning to their sufferings (v. 6), which have refining value (v. 7), pointing again to 
the future, this time with focus on Christ (vv. 8–9). This end-time salvation brought through 
Christ was prophesied by, but not available to, the prophets—nor to angels (vv. 10–12). 
After reading this section through and identifying these characteristics, you may want to go 
back and read it again to get a sense of its majesty. 

  1:13–2:10 The Call to Holy Living As God’s People 

 With emphasis on God’s call and character (1:15–17) and Christ’s redeeming work 
(vv. 18–21), Peter begins by reminding them that God’s call was to a holy way of life, 
especially in their communal relationships (1:22–2:3). God’s goal is a “spiritual house” 
(house of the Spirit = temple), where a holy people offer “spiritual sacrifices” (2:4–8). Note 
how he concludes (vv. 9–10): By using language from Exodus 19:5–6 and Hosea 1:9 and 
2:23, he reassures these Gentile believers that they are the new-covenant continuation of 
the people of God. 

  2:11–3:7 The Call Particularised in Various Pagan Settings 

 After an opening exhortation to “live… good lives among the pagans” (2:11–12), he 
urges them to submit “for the Lord’s sake”—first, all of them toward the governing 
authorities (vv. 13–17) and, second, the Christian household slaves (the Greek word is very 
specific) to their pagan masters (2:18–25), especially when treated unjustly. Here he appeals 
to the suffering and redemptive work of Christ with all kinds of echoes from Isaiah 53:3–6 
(you may wish to pause and read the Isaiah passage, and then look for the echoes in 1 
Peter). 

 Finally, he appeals to Christian wives of pagan husbands (3:1–6)—these wives have 
very little to say in such a household, but their manner of life must reflect Christ—
concluding (v. 7) with a brief word to Christian husbands about their relationship with their 
wives. 

  3:8–4:11 The Call Generalised—in the Face of Hostility 

 Next Peter generalizes, beginning again with communal relationships (3:8–12), 
before focusing on how to respond to undeserved suffering [p. 406] (vv. 13–17), appealing 
to Christ’s suffering, his proclamation (of triumph) to “the imprisoned spirits” (probably 
fallen angels), and his resurrection (vv. 18–22). 

 Note that, as in 2:18–25, Christ’s suffering again serves as a pattern, this time for 
putting sin behind them (4:1–6). The concluding exhortations (vv. 7–11) once more have to 
do with life together as God’s people, set in the context of “the end”—with God’s praise 
through Jesus Christ as the goal. 



1 PETER 

STRANGERS IN THE WORLD 

KIAMA ANGLICAN CHURCHES  Bible Studies: September-November 2020  13 

  4:12–5:11 Conclusion: Suffering, Hope and Christian Conduct 

 Addressing the issue of their suffering one final time, Peter now (4:12–19) puts it 
into theological perspective (God’s sovereignty and their rejoicing over the privilege of 
participating in Christ’s sufferings and thus bearing his name). With a variety of echoes from 
2:24–25 (regarding Christ) and appealing to his own role, in 5:1–4 Peter urges the elders to 
lead the people by their example in these matters (a very important “therefore” is not 
translated in 5:1 in the TNIV) before appealing one final time to their communal life (v. 5) 
and to their suffering while they await the “eternal glory in Christ” (vv. 6–11). 

  5:12–14 Final Greetings 

 The letter concludes with a very brief note about its purpose, concise words of 
greeting, and a final wish of peace. 

 Since most of the New Testament books are concerned with how the people of God 
live in their relationships with one another, it is important to the biblical story to have one 
that focuses especially on our being like Christ (repeating his story, as it were) in our 
response to suffering that comes as a result of pagan hostility. 
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Study 1: 1 Peter 1:1-12 

‘New Birth into a Living Hope’ 
Before You Start 

Living in Kiama in 2020 as a Christian do you think of yourself as an alien, a stranger, 
or a foreigner? Is that a comforting thought? 

Listen Carefully to 1 Peter 1:1-12 

The Text  

1. How are the recipients of the letter described (v1-2)? Why ‘strangers’? 

God’s elect – Stated in v 1 and expanded on in v2. 

Further they are called/chosen according to God’s foreknowledge. 

McKnight: “To be ‘elect’ means to receive God’s grace; this benefit is 
the result of God’s initiative, not ours.13 In other words, God has called 
us to his love and grace, he has prompted our faith through the 
regenerating work of the Holy Spirit, and he claims our allegiance (cf. 
John 15:16; Rom. 8:28; 1 Cor. 1:9; Eph. 4:1; 2 Thess. 2:14; 2 Tim. 1:9; 1 
Peter 1:15; 2:4, 6, 9, 21; 3:9; 5:10). To be one of God’s elect is a source 
of joy and comfort (for we know God’s will cannot be thwarted) and of 
exhortation and demand (for we know God is working in us to enable us 
to do his will).” 

Exiles 

Translations: ‘Exiles’ (NIV 2011, ESV, J.B. Phillips); ‘living as exiles’ (CSB); 
‘reside as aliens’ (NASB); exiles scattered (Message); ‘strangers in the 
world’(NIV 1984); live as refugees (TEV); ‘living as foreigners’ (NLT); 
‘strangers scattered’ (KJV); ‘sojourners’ (ASV 1901); ‘temporarily 
residing abroad’ (NET Bible); ‘them that dwell here and there as 
strangers’ (Tyndale Bible). 

McKnight: “I prefer the term “sojourners” over “strangers” because, in 
American English, the latter speaks of weirdness and oddity; the former, 
at least, conveys the notion of “temporary residency away from home.” 
Another good term would be “exiles.” The term “elect” is the noun and 
the adjective “sojourning” is placed after it for a smoother transition to 
“scattered throughout…”” 

We might call them expatriates. 

Jobes: “The term parepidēmos (plural, parepidēmoi) was used in the 
first century to designate someone who did not hold citizenship in the 
place where he resided and was therefore viewed as a foreigner. The 
lack of citizenship implied that such people did not enjoy all the rights 
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and privileges of citizens. Moreover, as foreigners, they were not 
necessarily expected to hold the values and practice the customs of 
their host culture. Because of such differences, foreigners were often 
looked upon suspiciously as potentially subversive to the established 
social order, an attitude not unfamiliar even today.” 

Barnett: ““Peter’s words to his readers are striking. He calls them exiles 
of the dispersion, that is, homeless stateless persons, people without a 
passport or any sense of belonging anywhere. Their situation was like 
the Karen people in South Asia, folk ‘exiled’ from their homeland and 
who are lifelong refugees. Peter is saying that their true homeland is 
heaven, from which they are (temporarily) ‘dispersed’ living as ‘exiles’ in 
various Roman provinces.” 

The point is that, wherever they are geographically and culturally, they do not 
actually belong there – they are ‘elect’ citizens of heaven, of a better place. To 
put it in Ecclesiastes terms their current context is, in ultimate terms, 
“meaningless”. 

Note Genesis 23:4 Abraham: “I am a foreigner and stranger among you...” 

The nature of their true, meaningful, citizenship Peter goes on to explore.  

Helm: “He uses three strong nouns to describe his audience: “elect exiles of the 
dispersion.” In time you will see that these three words function as floor joists 
to the book. They undergird and support everything Peter wants to say. Like 
flowers in a garden, the ideas and concepts hidden in these strong nouns will 
open in full bloom. In fact, one could argue that everything in 1 Peter flows 
from the force of these three simple words.” 

The places mentioned are all in the north west of Modern Turkey – the Roman 
province of Asia. 

Note Barnett: ““Like the book of Revelation (which is also written in the form 
of a letter) (and to a similar area) Peter intended his letter to be taken from 
place to place by a messenger, where it would be copied for reading in each 
local church. It is a ‘circular’ letter.”” 

2. v3-5. What great things have we received with Jesus? How do you react to 
them? 

Aside from ‘grace and peace in abundance’ in v2 

New Birth 

Born again (John 3:3) 

McKnight “The new birth God has given to Peter and his readers, 
changing their status before God (2:24; 3:18, 21; Titus 3:5) and their 
lifestyle before others (1 Peter 1:22–23), theologians call regeneration. 
It is part of the large drama of cosmic regeneration (Matt. 19:28) that 
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finds its climax in the glorious final existence (Rev. 19–22). Thus, 
through the new creation work of Jesus as a result of his resurrection, 
the new life the church receives through him is part of that grand act of 
a new creation. Furthermore, it is fundamental for New Testament 
teaching to see this work of creation as a work of the Holy Spirit (John 
16:7–11), though that dimension is not mentioned here by Peter (but cf. 
1 Peter 1:2, 12; 3:18; 4:6).” 

Living Hope 

Jobes: “Christian hope is everliving because Christ, the ground of that 
hope, is everliving. The present reality of the Christian’s life is defined 
and determined by the reality of the past—the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ—and is guaranteed into the future because Christ lives 
forevermore.” 

Inheritance in Heaven 

Imperishable, unspoiled, unfading. (more on this below) 

Shielding 

Salvation  

Barnett: “Salvation’ is a medical word and meant the ‘healing’ of things 
that are currently diseased or broken. ” 

Barnett: “There are two levels of meaning here, one objective the other 
subjective. Objectively, there is the sure and certain ‘hope’ of ‘life’ beyond 
death in the kingdom of God, which Peter calls an ‘inheritance’ (verse 4) and 
‘salvation’ (verses 5, 9). Subjectively, there is the ‘liveliness’ and urgency by 
which believers understand that ‘hope’. The hope of life inspires a lively hope.” 

Worth noting that 1:3-12is one long sentence in the Greek. Jobes: “Blessed be 
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ…” 

3. v6-9 What is the purpose of suffering?  

Proving (refining) the genuineness of faith. 

Praise, glory and honour. 

The salvation of believer’s souls. 

Remember God is not firstly interested in our happiness here on earth but 
rather in our holiness. 

Note the import of v8. 

Barnett: “Suffering is a powerful theme in First Peter: ‘[a servant] suffering 
unjustly…patiently (2:19, 20); ‘Christ suffered for you’ (2:21); ‘when he 
suffered, he did not threaten’ (2:23); ‘if you do suffer for righteousness’ (3:14); 
‘better to suffer, for doing right’ (3:17); ‘Christ suffered for sins once’ (3:18); 
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‘Christ suffered in the flesh’ (4:1); ‘you share Christ’s sufferings’ (4:13); ‘let 
none of you suffer as a…’ (4:15); ‘let those who suffer…entrust…’ (4:19); 
‘[Peter] a witness of the sufferings of Christ’ (5:1); ‘after you have suffered a 
little while’ (5:10); ‘knowing the same experience of suffering…’ (5:8).” 

4. Where has God’s plan of Salvation been revealed? In part and in full. 

In God’s Word and in Jesus the fulfilment of God’s Word. 

Barnett: “’Salvation’ is a medical word and meant the ‘healing’ of things that 
are currently diseased or broken.” 

Connections 

1.  v2 What have the three Persons of the Trinity done for each Christian? Put 
each phrase in your own words. 

Father – chooses. 

Spirit – sanctifies 

Son – ‘sprinkles with his blood’ a reference to Jesus as the sacrificed lamb. 

Barnett: ““It is obvious that in referring to ‘the Father’, ‘the Spirit’ and ‘Jesus 
Christ’ that Peter has the divine Trinity in mind (though he does not use the 
word). This is one of many passages in the New Testament where the three 
persons of the godhead are mentioned together. Usually the names are given 
in a specific order, that is, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. This is because the 
Father sent the Son who sent the Spirit (from the Father) and because the 
Spirit glorifies the Son who glorifies the Father. In other words, the Trinity of 
God is not to be thought of geometrically, like a heavenly triangle with equal 
sides. These ‘Persons’ are dynamically involved in working together in God’s 
redemptive mission in the world.” 

2. List the characteristics of our ‘inheritance’. What confidence should that give 
us? (Note Luke 12:33) 

Never Perish  –  Death proof. 

Never Spoil  –  Sin proof 

Never Fade  –  Time proof 

Kept in Heaven  – ‘ Guarded’ in heaven is the sense. 

Grudem: “This heavenly inheritance is ‘imperishable’, meaning that it is not 
subject to decay, unable to be worn out with the passage of time. The New 
Testament uses this word only of eternal heavenly realities, such as God 
himself (Rom. 1:23; 1 Tim. 1:17), God’s word (1 Pet. 1:23), and our resurrection 
bodies (1 Cor. 15:52; cf. 1 Cor. 9:25; 1 Pet. 3:4). All earthly possessions will 
ultimately decay and be destroyed (Luke 12:33; Rom. 1:23; 2 Cor. 4:16; Col. 
2:22; 1 Pet. 1:18), for the creation now is in ‘bondage to decay’ (Rom. 8:21). 
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 This inheritance is also ‘undefiled’ (i.e. ‘unstained by sin’, Heb. 7:26; 
13:4; Jas 1:27). The LXX frequently uses the related verb ‘defile’ to speak of 
ceremonial defilement which made a person or thing unfit to come before God 
in worship (Exod. 20:25; Lev. 11:24, 43, 44; 13:3, 8, 11; Num. 19:13, 20), and of 
moral defilement of the land by sin (Num. 35:34; Deut. 24:4; Jer. 2:7; 3:2; cf. 
Num. 5:13–29; Deut. 21:23; Hos. 5:3; 6:10). Peter invites contemplation of a 
heavenly inheritance unpolluted by sin and containing nothing unworthy of 
God’s full approval. 

 Furthermore, the inheritance is ‘unfading’. Unlike earthly wealth (Jas 
1:11), it will never wither, grow dim, or lose its beauty or glory (cf. 1 Pet. 5:4). 

 Finally, the inheritance is kept in heaven for you. The form of the verb 
‘kept’ (perfect passive participle) indicates a completed past activity (by God) 
with results that are still continuing in the present: God himself has ‘stored up’ 
or ‘reserved’ this inheritance in heaven for believers and it continues to be 
there, ‘still reserved’ for them. (Contrast the use of the same verb ‘kept’ in 2 
Pet. 2:17; cf. Jude 13.) 

 It will never be denied to them, for Peter tells them that it has been kept 
‘for you’. The surprising switch to ‘you’ instead of ‘us’ (this is the first time 
Peter has used the second person plural pronoun) makes the reservation of 
this inheritance much more personal.” 

Note also Matthew 6:19-21 

3. Read Isaiah 53, Psalm 22:7-8, 17-18 and Jeremiah 31:31-34; 33:14-16. What 
was the process the ‘prophets’ went through (v10)? What advantage over 
the prophets do the readers of Peter’s letter have? 

Process: Looking intently, seeking God’s timing, service of those who followed 
them. 

We have been “told (you) by those who have preached the gospel to you by 
the Holy Spirit sent from heaven.  Even angels long to look into these things.” – 
We have the great privilege and gift of living this side of Jesus’ incarnation, 
birth, perfect life, death, resurrection, ascension and reign.  

The advantage of hindsight and of the preaching of the gospel down the 
centuries.  We have even further advantages as we have the whole NT 
including revelation. 

Barnett: “Prophets like Isaiah and Jeremiah had many important things to say 
in their generation, but ultimately they were foreshadowing the coming of 
Christ and the blessings of the salvation he brings to those who commit to him. 
In that sense, as Peter says, the prophets were ‘not serving their own 
generation’, but the generation of those who have come to believe. This 
remains true. Thus we read the whole Bible, as it were, through Christ-shaped 
glasses.” 
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Sanchez: “Let us take comfort in knowing that no matter what we may lose in 
this life and however we may suffer because of our faith in Christ we are more 
privileged than either prophets or angels.”” 

4. The Gospel Connection: Read Matthew 4:18-23. How was Peter called to be 
an apostle? What task were he and the others who were called given? 

Make them ‘fishers of men” (‘fish for people’ (NIV 2011)) 

Involvement in the earthly work of Jesus – calling people to follow Him. 

Impact 

1.  In our increasingly pagan society, how should we react to the situations in 
which we find it difficult to be Christian? 

First we should take encouragement from the assurances of our status, and 
destiny from the first few verses of this chapter. 

Second: Neither Peter, nor Jesus, said that life as a servant of Jesus was going 
to be easy. 

2. From this passage what would you say to a person who says that this world 
is ‘hopeless’ or perhaps ‘meaningless’? 

You point them to Jesus … 

And again to the first few verses of this chapter 

Hope is always invested in the one who promises it – can he deliver? 

A verse or two to learn: 

1:3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has 
given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead, 4 and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade-- kept in heaven 
for you… 

 

 

 

Study 2: 1 Peter 1:13-25 

“Set Your Hope Fully” 
Before You Start 

What does ‘holy’ mean? Who do you think of as a ‘holy person’? 

For discussion.  

Listen Carefully to 1 Peter 1:13-25 
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The Text  

1. Where should our hope be? 

On the grace to come to us when Jesus comes again. 

The older versions translate ‘minds that are fully alert’ as ‘gird up you minds’. 

Grudem (1988) “First, gird up you minds - get ready to think on God’s works 
and obey him at once. Then, while continuing to be spiritually alert, begin to 
expect eagerly and confidently that you will receive from God great blessings 
when Christ returns”. 

Barnett: “Clearly this is a very serious hope that is (a) carefully thought out 
(‘gird up the loins of your minds’ is based on the practice of workmen tucking 
their outer garments into their underclothes); (b) ‘sober’ (not erratic); and (c) 
‘mature’ (not childish). One way of stirring up this God-given hope is to reflect 
upon the basis of that hope, that is, upon the historicity of the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead (1:3).” 

There are, of course, other sometimes ‘Christian’ places we (mis)place our 
hope. Might be things like church service, spectacular gifts (healing, tongues), 
Christian friends, leaders. All of which may be OK in themselves but our true 
hope can only be in Jesus.  

Sanchez: “When we make a good thing the ultimate thing, we are crushed 
when it doesn’t deliver. When we place our greatest hope in the wrong place, 
we set up a false god. … So we need help in our thinking. And this is precisely 
how Peter encourages his readers – by helping them think rightly about God 
and their circumstances.” 

2. What should ‘obedient children’(v14,15) be? 

Not conformed to our evil desires. 

Holy -Like God. 

Barnett: “Peter and Paul do not teach about our accountability to God in order 
to sow seeds of doubt about that salvation, but to stir us to act responsibly 
towards God.” 

Jobes: “As Christians, Peter’s readers are a new people with a new identity, 
and they are (1) to set their hope fully on the grace that will come when Jesus 
Christ is revealed (1:13), (2) to be holy (1:15), (3) to love one another earnestly 
(1:22), and (4) to crave what nourishes their new life (2:2). As Clowney (1988: 
61) puts it, “The imperatives of Christian living always begin with ‘therefore.’ 
Peter does not begin to exhort Christian pilgrims until he has celebrated the 
wonders of God’s salvation in Jesus Christ.”” 

3. What was the redemption price that was paid? 

The precious blood of Christ 
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Barnett: “They have not merely ‘turned over a new leaf’, having resolved to 
live differently. Rather, they are now free because God has set them free from 
their moral and spiritual prison. This freedom, however, did not come cheaply 
but at unimaginable cost to God.” 

Barnett: “Peter tells us the reason we ‘fear’ the Father who judges is the high 
price the Father paid for our deliverance from a hopeless life. Only an 
incorruptible sacrifice could win an incorruptible inheritance.” 

Jobes: “The verb translated “redeemed” (λυτρόω, lytroō) and its cognate noun 
λύτρον (lytron) were used in Greco-Roman culture to refer to the manumission 
of a slave. The slave would receive his or her freedom after depositing money 
in the temple of a god or goddess, money which would then be paid via the 
temple’s treasury (minus a commission) to the slave’s owner with the thought 
that the god or goddess was buying the slave. The former slave would then be 
free in the eyes of his former owner and society but would be considered a 
slave of the god or goddess. The sum of money paid for the redemption was 
referred to as the τιμή (timē, price), and the slave was considered to have been 
redeemed by the deity.” 

4. What is the family characteristic we are to grow in (v22)? Why should we do 
this? 

We are to love one another. – Literally a sincere love of the brethren. – It is a 
familial love. 

Because we are purified, saved and ALL of the above. 

God’s holiness includes God’s love. 

Note that in v22 Peter moves from ‘brotherly love’ (phileo) to deep love 
(agapao). The second word is the one often used in the New Testament of 
Christian love 

Connections 

1. When will Jesus be revealed? What will be revealed then? 

‘at his coming’  

We live in the now not yet. 

2. What does ‘holy’ mean? How can YOU be holy? See also Matthew 5:20,48 

From the Sermon on the Mount: 

Matthew 5:20 For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses 
that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not 
enter the kingdom of heaven.  

Matthew 5:48 Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 

Holiness includes both the idea of purity and the idea of separateness. 
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Jobes: “In terms of moral transformation, the goal of both the old and the new 
covenants is the same—to create a people who morally conform to God’s 
character. 

 The statement “Be holy because I am holy” is found with slight 
variations four times in Leviticus (NIV): 

• “I am the LORD your God; consecrate yourselves and be holy, because 
I am holy.” (11:44) 

• “Speak to the entire assembly of Israel and say to them: ‘Be holy 
because I, the LORD your God, am holy.’ ” (19:2) 

• “Consecrate yourselves and be holy, because I am the LORD your God. 
Keep my decrees and follow them. I am the LORD, who makes you 
holy.” (20:7–8) 

• “You are to be holy to me because I, the LORD, am holy, and I have set 
you apart from the nations to be my own.” (20:26) 

 First Peter 1:16 quotes 19:2 LXX exactly.” 

3. What is the point of the lamb allusion (v19)? In what sense is Jesus a ‘lamb’? 

The ‘lamb’ is meant to conjure up thoughts of the sacrificial system and the 
Passover. - Remember the Last Supper (where Peter was present) was a 
Passover meal 

Note: 18-19 The language used here is reminiscent of Mk. 10:45 and Jn. 1:29. 
Without blemish refers to the moral and without defect to the physical 
perfection of the sacrificial victim (see Ex. 12:5; Lv. 22:17-25; Nu. 6:14; 19:2). 
(NBC) 

Also harks back to the Exodus and the lamb who was sacrificed and then the 
blood smeared on the doorposts to ensure the angel of death passed over. 
(Exodus 12) 

4. v24,25 quotes Isaiah 40:6-8. What is the point of this quotation? 

Actually, it quotes Isaiah 40:6-8. Often OT quotes in the New Testament carry 
with them their Old Testament context. Thus it is possible that the flow of the 
Isaiah passage to v9-11 and its note of salvation is implied here. 

Whether this is so or not the major point is that God’s word is eternally true. 

And now that Word has been preached to Peter’s readers (including to the 
elect exiles at KAC in 2020). 

Jobes: “By implication, the Spirit of Christ speaks to the church of the twenty-
first century as directly through Isaiah’s words as he has done to first–century 
believers and to sixth–century Israel. “The word of the Lord abides forever.” 
And this is the word that has come to you.” 
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Jobes: “This proclamation of hope and deliverance addresses an Israel that in 
the sixth century BC found itself a discouraged people exiled in the Diaspora 
and wondering where God’s covenant promises now stood. Isaiah 40 
introduces encouragement into this dire circumstance with the announcement 
“Comfort, O comfort my people, says God” (40:1 LXX). As Selwyn (1958: 152) 
observes, 

Every leading thought here [in Isa. 40] fits in with what our author [of 1 
Peter] has been saying. He too is addressing readers who are exiled … 
and oppressed; and he has the same message for them, the contrast 
between the perishability of all mortal things (cf. φθαρτός in verses 18, 
23) and the incorruptibility of the Christian inheritance and hope. … The 
passage quoted is, therefore, the focal point of a much longer passage 
which must have been often present in the Apostle’s mind.” 

5. The Gospel Connection: Read Mark 9:1-13. Who was present? What in 1 
Peter 1:1-25 might reflect Peter’s experience here? 

Speaks of Jesus revealed, Jesus’ ultimate glory, continuity with the Law and 
the Prophets. 

Note also 2 Peter 1:16-21 

Impact 

1.  What does the passage say about how we should live as Christians? Try to 
move from the principles to practical examples in your daily life. 

Be holy  

For discussion 

Barnett: “At the beginning of the letter Peter taught that believers are 
‘sanctified by the Spirit’ whereas here he instructs them, ‘be holy’. Just as ‘hope’ 
is God’s regenerating act in us (1:3) and something we stir ourselves to have 
(1:14), likewise holiness is ours by his Spirit (1:2) as well as something which we 
must fulfil. Hope and holiness are coins with two sides. They are God’s gifts and 
our responsibility.” 

Jobes: “Peter instructs his readers to set their hope on the grace that will be 
theirs when Jesus returns by being fully able to think and act on the basis of their 
true nature in Christ, despite whatever hostility such a lifestyle might provoke 
from their society. Peter’s readers cannot resolve to make the hard ethical 
choices he will enjoin on them if they do not have their minds fixed on the final 
outcome of that resolve. In his next imperative (1:15), Peter will further explain 
the principle that is to shape their self-controlled living.” 

2. When we speak about God to others what should be at the centre of that 
discussion? 

Jesus 
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McKnight: “In summary, therefore, Peter’s little passage of four exhortations contains 
strong pillars on which we can construct Christian ethics. He provides us with at least 
three foundations for determining whether an action is right or wrong.  

(1) Does it conform to the character of God?  

(2) Is it the natural outcome of a life that has benefited from the salvation of 
God?  

(3) Will it stand up to God’s scrutiny in that final day when he ushers us into his 
glorious presence?” 

A Verse or two to Learn 

1:14 As obedient children, do not conform to the evil desires you had when you lived 
in ignorance.  15 But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do. 

 

 

Study 3: 1 Peter 2:1-10 

“Now You Are The People of God 
Before You Start 

From the facts presented in chapter one what follows for our behaviour? What is 
the ‘therefore’ (2v1) there for? 

It probably takes us back to 1v22 – ‘love one-another’ 

Grudem: “The final reason why some things are right and others wrong and why 
there are moral absolute in the universe, is that God delights in things that reflect his 
moral character (and thus reflect his excellence) and hats what is contrary to his 
character. Therefore, we are to imitate him and thereby glorify him.” 

Listen Carefully to 1 Peter 2:1-10 

The Text  

1. What should we get rid of? What should we ‘crave’? Why? 

We get rid of malice, deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander! 

The term used is more like ‘putting off’ as in clothing. Jobes: “The use of the 
same verb in Rom. 13:12; Eph. 4:22, 25; Col. 3:8; and James 1:21 indicates that 
it was used almost idiomatically in the early church to refer to the shedding of 
behavior that was inconsistent with the Christian life.” 

Crave “spiritual milk” like new born babies – their craving is not something to 
ignore. 
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Note this from Barnett: “Here Peter speaks of ‘putting off’, as if referring to 
irreparably soiled and contaminated clothing. 

Therefore, casting off 

all malice, 

and all guile, 

and hypocrisies, 

and envy, 

and all slander. 

None of these evils are ‘physical’, like some of those mentioned later (4:15). 
Rather, these are subtle sins.” 

“Malice’ is a hostile attitude towards another person that seeks opportunity to 
do harm. ‘Guile’ conveys the idea of half-truths and other means of 
manipulation. ‘Hypocrisy’ is that rank error of religious people whose public 
piety masks private evil. ‘Envy’ is a fundamental discontent where we are 
jealous of the circumstances and gifts of others; sometimes ‘envy’ is acted out 
as ‘malice’. ‘Slander’ is speaking (or writing) untruthfully about others, so as to 
blacken their name; sometimes ‘slander’ arises from ‘envy’. 

This ‘vice’ list coming so soon after the injunction ‘love one another’ (1:22) 
suggests a connection between the two. It seems likely that these evils are 
concrete examples of a lack of love. Indeed, it appears that the list of evils 
relate in particular to life within the Christian community. It is as if Peter is 
telling them that they will suffer some of these evils from outsiders (see for 
example, 2:12; 3:13-17), so let them not treat one another in those ways.” 

Barnett: “As newly born babes, believers are to ‘put off’ the evils of their 
former lives and seek to grow towards salvation by obeying the pure teaching 
of the word (set out in this letter).” 

2. What things are pure spiritual milk? (the Authorised Version translates it 
‘milk of the word’) (see 1:25) 

The teaching of the gospel. 

NASB has 1. Therefore, putting aside… 2  …long for the pure  milk of the 
word…” It is one sentence in the Greek. 

In context this seems first of all to be the written word of God, the Scriptures. 
This then will lead to spiritual maturity. 

Barnett: “Peter does not identify this ‘milk’ though there is little doubt as to his 
meaning. The context has been about being ‘born again’ by the ‘Gospel-word’ 
(1:12, 25). This word assured them of the ‘kindness of the Lord’. Accordingly, 
that ‘milk’ which is ‘pure’ and ‘spiritual’13 is the message of the Gospel.” 
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But note Jobes (after an exhaustive discussion) writes: “The widespread 
consensus among modern interpreters that the pure spiritual milk of 2:2 is the 
word of God may seem too strong to question, much less abandon. However, 
going back at least as far as Calvin, a few dissenters have seen in the 
metaphor a wider view of God’s life-sustaining grace in Christ. This wider view 
is appropriate to Peter’s goal of redefining the readers’ self-identity in light of 
the new reality into which they have come through the new birth. Hearing or 
reading the word of God is a vital part of this new life, but Christians have not 
truly ingested God’s life-transforming grace until they have put off attitudes 
and behaviors that are inconsistent with the new life, thereby instinctively, 
eagerly, and incessantly craving the grace of God.” 

3. In v4 the focus shifts. What is the main concern of v4-5? How do these 
verses connect with v6-10? 

Moves from a focus on individual ‘growth’ to being part of the whole body of 
Christ. 

NBD: “Christians must grow together as well as individually, and Peter now 
raises this theme. He is so thrilled by the thought that he mixes his metaphors, 
but the argument is easy to follow. By constant communion with Christ, the 
living Stone, Christians will become like him, living stones. By itself a stone is of 
little use, but joined with others it becomes part of a building. A ‘living’ stone 
has a purpose to be part of the whole. Peter’s thought then switches from the 
structure (presumably the temple) to those who function in that building. Their 
responsibility as members of God’s spiritual household is two–fold: to worship, 
offering spiritual sacrifices (5) and to witness, declaring the praises (9)’ 

4. What is God building and with what (v4-8)? 

Broadly God is building his Kingdom. 

Those who belong to THE living stone – Jesus 

They are being built up as a spiritual house to give glory to God – be 
acceptable sacrifices. 

Connections 

1. Who is the living stone? What is the story of the stone? Look up Isaiah 
28:16; Psalm 118:22; Mark 12:11; Acts 4:11; 1 Corinthians 3:11; Ephesians 
2:19-22. What is the difference between those who reject the stone and 
those who see it as precious?? 

Jesus. 

The stone Jesus) – rejected by men, precious to God – a cornerstone and/or a 
stumbling block. 
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Verses  

Isaiah 28:16   So this is what the Sovereign LORD says:  

  “See, I lay a stone in Zion, a tested stone,  

  a precious cornerstone for a sure foundation;  

 the one who relies on it  

  will never be stricken with panic.  

Psalms 118:22  The stone the builders rejected  

  has become the cornerstone;  

Mark 12:11  the Lord has done this, 

   and it is marvelous in our eyes?”  

Acts 4:11 Jesus is   

  ‘the stone you builders rejected, 

  which has become the cornerstone.’    

1Corinthians 3:11 For no one can lay any foundation other than the one 
already laid, which is Jesus Christ.  

Ephesians 2:19    Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and 
strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s people and also members of his 
household, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with 
Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone.  21 In him the whole 
building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the 
Lord.  22 And in him you too are being built together to become a 
dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit. 

The stone is a consistent image used of Jesus. 

2. Look up Exodus 19:1-6. Compare it to v9,10 here. What does this say about 
God’s plan and promises for His people? See also Isaiah 43:16-21 (esp 20-
21). 

Exodus 19:  4 ‘You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I carried 
you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself.  5 Now if you obey me fully 
and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured 
possession.  Although the whole earth is mine, 6 you will be for me a kingdom 
of priests and a holy nation.’  These are the words you are to speak to the 
Israelites.” 

The terms in Exodus reflect the terms used by Peter in 2:9-10. 

This says that God always has a plan to save his people to himself. 

Their purpose as Isaiah 43 says is to proclaim God’s praise. 
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Barnett: “Having introduced his teaching about the ‘spiritual house’ Peter 
moves on immediately to a more central idea, that is, the gathered people as a 
‘holy priesthood’ (verse 5). Soon he will also call them a ‘royal priesthood’ 
(verse 9). 

As a ‘holy’ and ‘royal’ ‘priesthood’ they have one major function, ‘to offer 
spiritual sacrifices’. Under the Old Testament the High Priest offered animal 
sacrifices to God. These, however, only anticipated the sacrifice to end all 
sacrifices. Once Jesus had offered himself ‘once and for all’ as the sacrifice for 
sins all other sacrifices were superseded, ended (see Hebrews 10:3-14).” 

3. The Gospel Connection Read John 13:1-17. What do you think Peter learnt 
about Jesus from this incident? 

That this is a servant King 

That loving one another means serving one another. 

Impact 

1.  So how do we ‘grow up’ in our Salvation this week? 

By listening to Jesus – the living stone – clothed in his word. 

2. What does it mean, practically, for Christians to be a ‘priesthood’, a ‘holy 
nation’ and a ‘people belonging to God? 

Priesthood - Sanchez: “Notice the corporate language, together we are a holy 
priesthood. The concept of priesthood communicates access to God’s presence 
and service to God.” 

Holy Nation – speaks of being separate and distinct 

Belonging to God – speaks of where our total loyalty and service should go. 
These are all things we are to do in and for the world not just for ourselves. 

3. Describe how you personally have ‘tasted that the Lord is good’? (see Psalm 
34:8-14). 

For reflection and discussion. 

When we think about it, we all have story in our lives that shows that God is 
good. 

A verse or two to learn: 

2:9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging 
to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into 
his wonderful light.  10 Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of 
God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 
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Study 4: 1 Peter 2:11-25 

‘Aliens and Strangers in the World’ 
 

Before You Start 

Do we ‘belong’ in this world? How should we relate to it?  

Remember the initial address in 1v1. Aliens and strangers. 

We DO have another home. 

Listen Carefully to 1 Peter 2:11-25 

Barnett: “Peter begins a new section of his letter with the words, ‘Beloved, I beseech 
you…’. Even the casual reader notices the sequence that follows; where he addresses 
in turn the ‘aliens and exiles’ (2:11-17), ‘servants’ (2:18-25), ‘wives’ (3:1-6), 
‘husbands’ (3:7) and finally, ‘all of you’ (3:8-12).” 

The Text  

1. What is one way Christians can influence ‘pagans’ (v12)? 

By living good lives –  

Which is abstaining from sinful desires (V11) 

Notice also v15 – doing good silences foolish people. 

Barnett: “Peter is deeply aware, however, that the ‘Gentiles’ (2:12), that is, 
unbelievers, will be quick to criticise any moral failure or inconsistency by 
believers. This extended section, therefore, spells out the sort of behaviour that 
will silence criticisms. More than that, however, their Christ-like behaviour will 
‘flesh out’ their verbal message and be an unspoken challenge to unbelievers.” 

Jobes: “Peter’s exhortation is to continue to conduct oneself in a manner that 
the pagans would consider virtuous even by their own standards, in order that 
their accusations might be shown to be what they are, malicious and unjust 
slander. The challenge Peter presents to the thoughtful Christian is to live by the 
good values of society that are consistent with Christian values and to reject 
those that are not, thereby maintaining one’s distinctive Christian identity.” 

2. What are governments supposed to do? What should be the Christian 
reaction to governments? (see Rom. 13:1-7; 1 Tim. 2:1-2). 

Notice that it is ‘every human authority’ 

Peter then enumerates the ‘powers that be’ in his age – emperors and 
governors. 

They are supposed to punish wrongdoers and commend right-doers. 

Verse 17 gives a general view of Christian attitudes. 
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Barnett: “Even a superficial reading of Peter’s words brings to mind those of his 
fellow apostle Paul in his Letter to the Romans. 

1 Peter 2      Romans 13 

13 Be subject…to every human 
institution  

1 Let every person be subject to 
the governing authorities.  

14 governors…punish those who do 
wrong  

3-4 rulers…execute [God’s] wrath on 
the wrongdoer 

17 honour the emperor 7 [Render] honour to whom 
honour is due. 

The similarity of language and ideas are striking and call for explanation. 
Perhaps Peter copied from Paul, or vice versa? That seems unlikely since we 
would have expected even more words in common. Most likely there was a body 
of teaching that came from the Lord Jesus that Paul and Peter in turn adapted 
to their respective situations, in their oral teaching and in their written 
instructions to the churches (see also 1 Timothy 2:1-2; Titus 3:1).” 

There are of course boundaries – note Acts 5:17-32. What do Peter’s words 
here help us to discern? 

There is a longer note on this in Appendix A. 

3. What should be the attitude of the slave to his master (2:18-20)? How does 
this relate to us here and now? 

(Worth noting here that the verses from 2:18 to 3:7(12) address matters within 
the household and to some extent apply the principles of 2:17) 

Submit to his authority. 

Note on Slavery– Barnett: “In the New Testament era slavery was an everyday 
reality. It is likely that more people were slaves than free.” 

In Kiama in the 21st Century not many of us are slaves (though some days it 
might feel like it). The closest parallel is the employer/employee (Boss/worker) 
relationship. The principle is the same we are to respect those in authority.  

Jobes: “Peter points to the slave, who was most vulnerable in Greco-Roman 
society, as a paradigm for the Christian believer who follows Jesus Christ. 
Because of their Christian commitment, Peter’s readers may have been facing a 
loss of status and empowerment in their society. The slave had the lowest social 
status and least power and so is a fitting role model for this situation. Moreover, 
regardless of their social standing, as Christians they are to live as slaves to God, 
obeying him in every aspect of life (2:16). Peter recognizes that Jesus Christ, 
God’s very Son, was the Suffering Servant (i.e., slave) of Isa. 53, who submitted 
to unjust suffering in order to serve God’s plan of redemption. His suffering 
provides the example that all Christians are to follow. Therefore, Peter begins 
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to address the issue of commendable behavior in society’s most basic unit, the 
household, by first addressing the Christian household slave before turning to 
the Christian wife and finally to the Christian husband as head of the 
household.” 

Grudem: “Both terms (oiketes (used here) and doulos) have also been 
translated ‘slave’ (NIV) (as well as servant), but the horrible degradation of 
slaves in 19th-century America gives the word ‘slave’ a far worse connotation 
than is accurate for most of the society to which Peter was writing. Although 
mistreatment of slaves could occur then too, it must be remembered that 1st-
century slaves were generally well treated and were not only unskilled labourers 
but often managers, overseers, and trained members of the various professions 
(doctors, nurses, teachers, musicians, skilled artisans). There was extensive 
Roman legislation regulating the treatment of slaves. They were normally paid 
for their services and could expect eventually to purchase their freedom. 

 Nevertheless, their service was involuntary (in earlier Roman history 
slaves had been acquired through war or kidnapping from foreign lands, but by 
the 1st century most slaves had simply been born into slave households). Their 
legal status, social standing, and opportunity for economic independence were 
clearly lower than others in Roman society. So a word stronger than ‘servant’ 
but weaker than ‘slave’ is needed – something meaning ‘semi-permanent 
employee without legal or economic freedom’. Although ‘servant’ comes the 
closest, no single English word is adequate – perhaps because no comparable 
institution exists in modern Western society.” 

Sanchez: “The New Testament nowhere affirms slavery; it merely regulates and 
existing social structure. Peter’s concern is not upholding slavery, but the 
importance of maintaining a faithful gospel witness within the structured order 
of that society.” 

4. What facts about Jesus death are presented or implied here? 

It seems that Jesus’ messy death and the events surrounding it are never far 
from Peter’s mind. Here he uses Jesus suffering and the way he endured it as 
an example for the slave (and or wife?) who is treated unjustly. 

Here in v21,22,23,24,25 Peter rehearses in general terms the story of the 
Crucifixion. (Remember he was there and he was not just a bit player, nor were 
his actions commendable) 

Barnett: “Here(v24,25) Peter expands upon Christ’s sufferings, as to (i) their 
effects (sin-bearing), (ii) their purpose (departure from sins), and (iii) their 
consequences (turning to the shepherd).” 

Note –suffered for you - he committed no sin, - he did not retaliate; - he made 
no threats entrusted himself to him who judges justly - bore our sins in his body 
on the cross, - the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 
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Connections 

1. How are these Christians described? What does this mean? Does this 
describe us 21st Century Christians also? 

Again think through the issues of belonging in the world – or living in this 
world. 

“In the world but not of it” if you like. 

Jobes translates this phrase as “resident aliens and visiting foreigners” 

2. Read Isaiah 53:5, 7, 9, 12 (see Mark. 14:61, 65; 15:29; John. 19:1-9). Compare 
1 Peter 2:22; 24-25. What does this say about Jesus death and Peter’s 
understanding of it? 

Peter understands that Jesus’ suffering was for us. 

It says He - bore our sins - by his wounds you have been healed. - but now you 
have returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 

Barnett: “In this passage, more than any other in the New Testament, Peter 
applies Isaiah’s Fourth Servant Song to Jesus: 

v22 ‘He committed no sin,  

 no guile was found on his lips’   Isa 53:9 

v24a ‘He himself bore our sins’    Isa 53:4 

v24c ‘By his wounds you have been healed’  Isa 53:5 

v25 You were ‘like sheep going astray’  Isa 53:6” 

It is worth noting that where the NIV 2011 has cross in v24 the word is literally 
‘tree’ (ξύλον) 

3. Look at v12 and v15. What influence should our Christian lives have on those 
around us? 

Positive – should point to Christ we should be examples of His example. 

Barnett: “By ‘good conduct’ Peter was thinking of one’s total way of life, in 
public or private, day and night, year by year. (The Greek term anastrophē is 
used throughout First Peter—1:15, 18; 3:1, 2, 16, cf. 1:17—and also by Paul in 
Galatians 1:13, Ephesians 4:22 and James 3:13.) By calling it ‘good’ Peter is 
using the aesthetic word ‘beautiful’ and has in mind a beautiful life, in its 
length and breadth. As we shall see, it is a beautiful manner of living because 
it imitates and is shaped by Jesus’ life (and death).” 

4. The Gospel Connection Read Mark 12:13-17. What did Peter learn about 
Government and authority here? Look also at Matthew 17:24-27. 

That what is rightly due to them should be paid. 
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Impact 

1. What specific actions are commended in this passage? How do we 
implement them in our lives? 

Actions: abstain from sinful desires -  Live such good lives among the pagans  - 
good deeds - Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human authority - 
doing good - Live as free people,  but do not use your freedom as a cover-up 
for evil;  live as God’s slaves - Show proper respect to everyone, love the family 
of believers,  fear God, honor the emperor. -  submit yourselves to your 
masters (employers???) - suffer for doing good - you should follow in his 
(Jesus’) steps. 

Discuss. 

2. “Christian freedom is the liberty to live as the servants of God, fulfilling his 
will (16). It is not, therefore, the licence to please oneself, under the pretext 
of ‘permissiveness’” (NBC) Discuss this 

For discussion 

3. So.... How do we in Kiama follow Jesus example? 

Sanchez: “The word ‘example’ is a word that refers to the letters children 
would trace in order to learn how to write. As Christian, we are called to ‘trace’ 
Jesus’ footsteps. Where Jesus stepped, we step …” 

For Discussion. 

Barnett: “The unjust suffering of slaves and wives at the hands of these 
powerful men had much in common with the unjust sufferings of Jesus at the 
hands of Jewish and Roman authorities. The suffering slave and the suffering 
wife are powerful figures, who as they imitate Christ, ‘portray’ him to 
bystanders.” 

McKnight: “As one looks through 1 Peter 2:11–3:12, one gains the impression that 
the “orderly behavior” the apostle enjoins on his churches is an orderly behavior 
anchored in the cross of Christ. It is not just a piece of pragmatic advice: Live orderly 
and you will not cause troubles for the church. Nor is it a piece of power: Live orderly 
or God will punish you. Rather, it is a piece of Christian theology: Live orderly because 
that is how Jesus himself lived and that is the kind of behavior God wills. Such a 
theological basis gives rise to its benefits, for in this way of living we will be able to 
further the gospel the most. 

 This text has great significance for our world today. While there are times 
when the Christian ought to assert himself or herself or when Christians ought to 
fight for their rights, there is another way—the way of suffering that follows the life 
of Jesus. This path of suffering injustice is not for the feeble or the weak-kneed; it is 
for those who are willing to pick up their cross daily and follow Jesus.” 
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A verse to learn: 

2:12 Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing 
wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us. 

 

 

 

Study 5: 1 Peter 3:1-12 

“Love as Brothers” 
Before You Start 

“Love” is a much-misused word in our world. What should it mean to us as 
Christians? 

Listen Carefully to 1 Peter 1:1-20 

The Text  

1. What attitude is commended for wives (3:1-? Discuss the implications. 
Compare Ephesians 5:21-24,33. 

“In the same way submit to your own husbands” 

The desired outcome in some cases is the conversion of the husband. 

Barnett: “Peter’s words for a wife to ‘be subject to her husband’ sound rather 
harsh to our ears today. In this regard … we note that Peter does not call on a 
wife to ‘obey’ a husband. Clearly she is encouraged (a) to continue as a 
believer regardless of his outlook, and (b) to convert him.” 

Note ‘purity and reverence of your lives’ v2 

Jobes: “It is an important point that Peter leaves the specifics of this matter 
strictly between husband and wife. The Christian wife is to submit not to the 
expectations of any and all men in general but to her own husband. Peter 
opens the door for social transformation by leaving it to husband and wife to 
work out the specific way her submission is to be expressed. … The writings of 
the Greek moral philosophers do not usually address women (and slaves), but 
here Peter does so. Moreover, Peter affirms wives’ (and slaves’) choice to leave 
their former way of pagan life while at the same time instructing them to 
remain within their most basic relationship.” 

And further “Peter’s concern that Christian wives continue to submit to their 
own husbands not only shields Christianity from the accusation that it is a 
social evil but is also clearly motivated by evangelistic intent.” 
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This then connects this injunction with the call for ‘good lives’ in 1:12. 

Barnett: “In short, Peter is calling on these wives to be ‘Christ-like’ in heart. 
This inner quality, says Peter, is imperishable, unlike hair styling, jewellery or 
clothing which ‘perish’ or go out of fashion soon enough. In God’s sight, says 
Peter, this ‘gentle and quiet spirit’ is ‘very precious’ (verse 4). Here Peter is 
reversing human values which prize physical beauty and outward adornment.” 

Barnett (again): “Nonetheless, many will regard this teaching as outmoded 
and unhelpful. It should be noted, however, that both the Pauline and Petrine 
texts call on wives to ‘be subject’ to husbands (see Ephesians 5:22; Colossians 
3:18; 1 Timothy 2:11; Titus 2:4), so their combined teachings should not be put 
aside lightly. Furthermore, such texts are quite brief and give no detail as to 
how they are to be implemented. The most fundamental idea is that husbands 
have a God-given role and responsibility toward wives (see verse 7) that wives 
are to understand and appreciate. While every couple will work this out in 
their own way, we should understand that Peter’s teaching expresses an 
overriding principle of Christian living that transcends culture and historical 
setting.” 

2. What attitude is commended for husbands (3:7)? Discuss the implications. 
Compare Ephesians 5:21,25-33. 

Jobes: “In his household code, Peter addresses last those who have the most 
power and authority. He begins his exhortation to husbands with the same 
qualification as for slaves and wives: “likewise [with all respect (2:18)], live 
with your wives according to knowledge” (3:7).” 

Consideration and respect for wives. 

Shared inheritance. 

Notice the implication for prayer. 

Barnett: “The Christian husband cannot in any way be like the Roman 
Paterfamilias or, for that matter, the rather patriarchal Jewish husband. The 
two imperatives teach that the Christian husband is not free to do as he 
chooses with his wife. 

First, he is to ‘live with’ her ‘considerately’, or more precisely, ‘according to 
knowledge’, that is, with an informed understanding of her constitution.” 

“Secondly, Peter enjoins the husband to ‘bestow honour’ on the woman, that 
is, to respect and look up to her. This is because she, with him, is a ‘joint heir of 
the grace of life’. There are no sexual distinctions in heaven; both men and 
women share equally in their ‘imperishable inheritance’ that is ‘kept in heaven’ 
for them (1:3-4).” 

“Thirdly, this implies his sexual fidelity to her. In that ‘man’s world’ men had 
courtesans for their intellectual and sexual pleasure, concubines for their daily 
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sexual indulgence and wives to provide heirs and run the home! In Christian 
marriage, a wife is to be everything and to mean everything to their husband.” 

3. What attitudes are commended for ‘all of you’? 

Like-minded, sympathetic, love, compassion, humility. 

Barnett: “It may be no accident that Peter speaks of five positive attitudes to 
adopt and express. Earlier he spoke of five evils for the re-born to ‘cast off’, 
that is, malice, guile, insincerity, envy and slander (2:1). Peter may be making 
the point that authentic Christian living has both negative (things to cast off) 
and positive aspects (things to do).” 

More on this below. 

Barnett: “This passage bears a close relationship with Romans 12. 

1 Peter 3    Romans 12 

v8 have one mind   v16 think the same things 

brotherly love   v10 brotherly love 

humble minded   v16 the humble 

v9 not returning evil for evil v17 [not] rendering evil for evil 

on the contrary, bless  v14 bless those who persecute you” 

4. How do we repay ‘insult’ and ‘evil’ with ‘blessing’ (v9)? 

First you look at Jesus response to those around him as he is arrested, ‘tried’, 
tortured, and crucified. 

Barnett: “Reflection on verses 9-12: ‘Payback’ seems deep-rooted in human 
personality, whether of small children squabbling over a toy or local tribes 
fuming over some past insult. Nothing could be clearer, however, but that 
vengeance is not an option for believers in the face of evil done to them (verse 
9). The only ‘payback’ (if we can use that word) is for believers to bless those 
who have done wrong to them.” 

Jobes: “When I asked students in class one day to come up with specific, 
practical examples of how someone might bless an adversary, the story was 
shared of a Christian soldier living in a barracks with his unit. Each evening, 
when he would read his Bible and pray before retiring, he was reviled and 
insulted by the soldier across the aisle. One night a pair of muddy combat 
boots came flying at the Christian. The next morning, the hostile soldier found 
his boots at the foot of his bed, cleaned and polished and ready for inspection. 
Several soldiers in this company eventually became Christians as a result of the 
inner strength of one who could return blessing for insult.” 

Jobes: “The Christian’s knowledge of the blessing that he will receive from the 
Lord encourages and enables him to bless others, even his enemies.” Peter is 
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teaching that those who have been called to return blessing for evil and insult 
have themselves inherited the blessing of life in Christ. Therefore, they are 
called to a course of ethical behavior that does not stoop to the level of 
pagans, even though pagan behavior constitutes the acceptable social norm. 
Peter’s exhortation is not a call to what modern psychologists refer to as 
passive aggression: active blessing rather than passive hostility is the 
necessary course of action. Those who resolutely refuse this call to follow in 
Jesus’ footsteps and continue to behave as the pagans thereby call into 
question their new identity in Christ, on which their eschatological blessing 
(salvation) depends.” 

Connections 

1. What does v3-4 say about attitudes in our world? 

Well – where do you start. 

Proverbs 11:22! 

2. What do you understand by the term “submit”? Note the ‘in the same way’ 
in v1 (see 2:17). (Consider Genesis 3:16; James 4:7; 1 Peter 5:5; and again 
Ephesians 5:21-33 especially v21). 

This is a vexed issue in our society and in our church life (broadly). 

So some general principles. 

Look at the context – both literary and cultural. 

Try not to be closed-minded. 

It is interesting that Peter avoids the word obey here. 

Also note that Jesus’ death and resurrection as an example of patient humble 
suffering is there in the middle of all this. 

3. Consider the positives that are commended in v8-9 (and indeed v10-12). 
How do you think our church stacks up against these? What about you 
personally? 

Now there is a question!! 

Sticking to v8-9 they are like-mindedness, sympathy, love, compassion, 
humility 

What a place of fellowship a church would be if we could all practise these. 

Bring on Heaven! 

Jobes: “… the virtues the apostle commends in 3:8 (as well as those later in 
4:3) were generally affirmed by Greco-Roman culture, perhaps with the 
exception of humility, which may have been viewed as a sign of weakness.” 

Grudem: “The function of verses 10 to 12 (is to) provide a ‘ground’ or reason 
supporting verses 8 to 9 with a quotation from Psalm 34:12–16...” 
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Barnett: ““The five items Peter mentions in verse 8 are each matters of 
attitude to one another in the family of believers. The list begins and ends with 
words to do with the mind – ‘one mind’ and ‘a humble mind’. In between are 
words that sound more emotive: ‘sympathy’ (literally, fellow-suffering), ‘love 
of brothers and sisters’ (see also 1:22) and ‘tender heart’ (better, 
‘compassion’).” 

4. The Gospel Connection: Read Luke 6:27-36. What had Peter learnt from 
Jesus’ words?  

The power and importance of love. 

Impact 

1.  Love is the summary word here. Why is it sometimes hard to show love? 
How can we encourage one another to do better in this area? 

For discussion. 

Barnett: “Reflection on verse 8: When times are bad, as they were becoming 
for Peter’s readers, we easily become self-centred, forgetting to love one 
another. Under the persecutions of the coming centuries Christians often 
became judgmental and unloving towards one another. The injunctions in 
verse 8 to unity, sympathy, love, compassion and humility will always be 
appropriate, but never more so than in times of stress and difficulty.” 

Jobes: “When faced with unjust insult and evil, Peter’s readers must decide 
whether to respond in kind out of the old nature and perpetuate strife or to 
demonstrate the power of God’s grace through radically new conduct. 
Although Peter is primarily addressing insults and verbal abuse coming from 
those outside the church, sadly all too often members within the Christian 
community become entangled in the downward spiral of insult for insult and 
evil for evil. The psalm cited is a reminder that God’s face has always been 
against those who do evil, whether that evil is perpetrated by members of the 
covenant community or by those outside. Therefore, the Christian’s choice in 
how to respond to others in every situation is a choice whether to be blessed 
by God or opposed by God. Each such choice is a microcosm of life or death.” 

2. Because of what Jesus has done for us, we are righteous. What does it mean 
then to have the ‘eyes of the Lord’ on us all the time (v12)? 

Peter is quoting Psalm 34:12-16. 

Grudem: “The phrase ‘the eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous’ implies not 
merely that God sees what the righteous are doing (for that would be no 
greater privilege than that experienced by all people), but that he is looking 
after them for good, recognizing and meeting their needs (note the 
affirmations of God’s timely care in Ps. 34:7, 8, 10, 17, 18, 19–20, 22). By 
contrast, the statement ‘But the face of the Lord is against those that do evil’ 
is, in the context of Psalm 34, clearly a verdict of judgment, for the verse 
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continues, ‘to cut off the remembrance of them from the earth’ (Ps. 34:16).” 

A verse or two to learn: 

3:8 Finally, all of you, live in harmony with one another; be sympathetic, love as 
brothers, be compassionate and humble.  9 Do not repay evil with evil or insult with 
insult, but with blessing, because to this you were called so that you may inherit a 
blessing. 

 

Just as and aside and an extra - Consider this little table from Grudem (1988, p149) - 
“1 Peter contains several examples of blessings in this life which are promised as a 
result of righteous conduct: 

Verse Right conduct Resulting blessing in this life. 

1:8 Loving Christ Unutterable joy 

1:9 Continuing faith More benefits of salvation 

1:17 Holy life with fear Avoiding God’s fatherly discipline 

2:2 Partaking of spiritual milk growing up toward salvation 

2:19-20 Trusting God  God’s approval 
 and doing right while suffering 

3:1-2 Submitting to husbands Husbands won for Christ 

3:7 Living considerately with wives Prayers not hindered 

4:14 Enduring reproach for Christ Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. 

5:7 Casting cares on God (implied) he will care for your needs 

5:9-10 Resist the Devil God will restore, establish and  
  strengthen you. 
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Study 6: 1 Peter 3:13-4:6 

‘Set Apart Christ as Lord’ 
 

Before You Start 

What prevents us from consistently and constantly doing ‘good’? 

Easy to simply say, ‘original sin.’ Less easy to analyse in our own lives. 

Selfishness and pride seem to come to my mind. 

Listen Carefully to 1 Peter 3:13-4:6 

Barnett: “In verses 13-17 we concentrate on Peter’s three exhortations to his readers:  

(i) fear Christ, not the persecutor (verses 13,14);  

(ii) confess Christ even under interrogation (verse 15);  

(iii) ensure your behaviour is blameless (verses 16-17).” 

The Text  

1. What should we be always prepared to do? (v15-16) How should we do this? 

‘Give an answer for the hope that you have.’ 

The answer aspect is important here. Peter may be envisaging a court-
room or simply the market place. 

Jobes: ““Hope” in 1 Peter is a term referring to the future aspect of 
salvation, for it is into a living hope that Christians have been reborn 
through the resurrection of Christ (1:3). It is this very hope that 
separates and alienates them from pagans and invites the kind of 
conflict that Peter has in view. The “hope in you [pl.]” (ἐν ὑμῖν, en 
hymin) should be understood not so much as the hope within an 
individual believer but as the hope that is among believers, namely, 
their shared belief in the gospel of Jesus Christ that defines and unites 
them as Christians.” 

We do it with gentleness and respect. 

It is also important to note in v16 that it should be done with a clear 
conscience. 

Jobes:” Even though Peter affirms the general expectation that no harm 
comes to those who do good, the very reason Peter writes is that some of his 
readers have in fact been the targets of accusations (1 Pet. 2:12), ignorant talk 
(2:15), evil and insult (3:9; 4:14), threats (3:14), and malicious talk (3:16). 
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Christians commonly, even if sporadically, experienced such expressions of 
social marginalization and alienation everywhere from the death of Jesus 
onward …” even through the centuries till now. ( 

And I suspect we should be prepared for it more and more. 

Barnett: “These matters would have weighed heavily on Peter who was writing 
from Rome (Babylon – 5:13), the seat of Caesar’s power. He emphasises three 
connected points throughout this letter: 

(a) Christians are to ‘honour’ the emperor; they are not to be seen to be 
disloyal – 2:17; 

(b) Christians are to avoid any appearance of wrongdoing – 4:15; 

(c) Christians must resolutely confess their allegiance to Christ – 3:15.” 

2. Why is setting ‘apart Christ as Lord’ (v15 NIV 1984) a counter to fear and 
suffering? 

(NIV 2011 has ‘revere Christ as Lord; ESV – ‘honour’; CSB - ‘regard … as holy’; 
NASB and KJV - ‘sanctify’; NLT – ‘worship’; The Message –‘in adoration 
before’) Interesting. 

By having the attitude of reverence, etc. toward Jesus as our Lord (King) then 
we realise that fear and suffering are transitory, or to coin and Ecclesiastes 
type phrase, vapour. 

Barnett: “Peter’s words, ‘have no fear of them, nor be troubled but reverence 
Christ as Lord’ are a direct adaptation of Isaiah’s assurance to the people 
when Israel was facing invasion from the terrifying Assyrians: ‘Fear not their 
fear, neither be troubled, but reverence Yahweh himself, and he shall be your 
fear (Isaiah 8:13).’” 

3. Consider 3:18. Discuss what this little outline of the Gospel tells us about our 
faith? 

Worth considering each of the ‘phases’ separately: 

For Christ also suffered once  

Jesus suffered  

The also refers to the unjust sufferings of Peter’s readers. 

Once for sins,  

Two aspects here  

First it is a once for all (Romans 6:10; Hebrews 9:26; Jude 
3) event 

Second it relates to our sins. 
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the righteous for the unrighteous,  

Stresses Jesus sinlessness and our sinfulness. 

It is a substitutionary death – his death removes the need for 
our ‘death’. 

to bring you to God. 

The purpose being to makes us near to God. 

To bring us into right relationship with Him. 

He was put to death in the body but made alive in the Spirit. 

This is not something merely ‘spiritual’ but it is a killed body and 
resurrected Jesus. 

Alive in the spirit  

Grudem: “‘In the spiritual realm, the realm of the Holy Spirit’s 
activity, Christ was raised from the dead.’ This is important 
because in the New Testament generally this ‘spiritual’ realm is 
the realm of all that is lasting, permanent, eternal.” 

Barnett: ““Verse 18 is one of the most comprehensive statements about the 
meaning of the death of Christ to be found in the New Testament. 

First, we note that it is preferable to translate verse 18a as ‘Christ also suffered 
for sins’. 

“Second, Christ’s death in its effects was substitutionary and universal.” 

“Third, Christ’s death was unique and final. The RSV translates a single Greek 
word as ‘once for all’, which points to the absolute and unrepeatable nature of 
Christ’s death” 

“Fourth, God intended Christ’s death to be the ‘pathway’ or ‘means of access’ 
to him.” 

“In short, therefore, while Christ’s sufferings appear to be the ultimate, futile, 
humiliation and defeat, in reality through them the unrighteous of the world 
find acceptance and mercy in the presence of the holy God.” 

I had a student in one of my Biblical Studies classes (a boy with a Muslim 
background) come out and ask me “What does this verse mean, Mr Holmes?” 
- What would you have said to him. 

 

4. 4:1 We should have the same attitude as whom? What does that mean? 

JESUS 

Note Philippians 2:5-11 
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It means that we must first know what attitudes Jesus had (read the Gospels) 
and we should seek to imitate them and the words and actions they show 
themselves in. 

As to what it means: Philippians 2:1-4 helps as do 3:8-9, 4:7-8 of this present 
letter. 

Connections 

1. What does the resurrection accomplish for us? 3:18, 21 How does baptism 
save us? 3:21 

It indeed brings us to God.  

Saves through the resurrection 

Note the connection here between Baptism and Resurrection – The bookends 
of Jesus’ ministry. 

Baptism is the ‘outward and physical sign of an inward and spiritual grace’ 

2. What is the point 4:1-6 is making? 

Barnett: “This passage falls into three sections: (i) how the re-born are now to 
live (verses 1-2); (ii) how the ‘Gentiles’ continue to live wickedly and as 
persecutors and what will happen to them (verses 3-5); and (iii) God’s positive 
purpose in sending the Gospel (verse 6).” 

3. What is all this about the days of Noah and spirits in prison? (You will need a 
commentary to help you here I suspect) 

Jobes: “Even the usually dogmatic Martin Luther commented as he struggled 
with this passage, “This is a strange text and certainly a more obscure passage 
than any other passage in the New Testament. I still do not know for sure 
what the apostle meant”” 

Barnett says: “The passage following is the most difficult in the letter.”  

Grudem spends 4 pages on it then has a 30 odd page appendix on it. His 
conclusion is (Grudem 1988, p239) expressed as a paraphrase - “In the 
spiritual realm of existence Christ went and preached through Noah to those 
who are now spirit in the prison of hell. The happened when they formerly 
disobeyed when the patience of God was waiting in the days of Noah while the 
ark was being built.” 

Barnett concludes “Its core message is that Christ is now victorious over the 
forces of evil that might bring harm to the believers. The passage, then, makes 
best sense when seen in a context where Peter was assuring very frightened 
readers that their enemies can bring no evil against them (3:9, 13), that is, in 
the ultimate sense. Accordingly, let them give courageous witness to Christ, 
giving reverence to him alone (3:15), with no fear of their enemies.” 

If you are really interested, I can e-mail (or give) to you further material. 
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4. The Gospel Connection: Read Mark 14:66-72. Try to imagine Peter’s 
thoughts as he wrote v15-17 

Barnett: “Peter’s appeal, ‘always be prepared to make a defence’ has special 
poignancy in his own memory.” 

I think this incident must be in the back of Peter’s mind in so much of this 
letter. Should be an encouragement to us as we sin that God brought Peter 
back to repentance and service (Paul too 1 Timothy 1:16) 

Note also John 21:15-19. 

Impact 

1.  When we are afraid to speak up for the gospel or for Christian truth, what 
should we keep in mind? 

For Discussion. 

Remember: 

Jesus is Lord. 

Jesus Spirit within us. 

God’s judgement on sin – those in rebellion against Him 

What Jesus suffered for us. 

2. Look up Philippians 2:6-11. What does this say about having the same 
attitude as Jesus? How do we put this into practice? 

Looked at in Basics Q4 above. 

The application is for discussion. Humility is an important concept here 

A verse to learn:  

3:18 For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring 
you to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive by the Spirit,   

Barnett: “Reflection on 3:13-4:6:  

Peter wrote these words under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit to comfort his 
readers in a time of suffering arising from persecution. He assured them that Christ 
was stronger than any human enemy and that they were safe in his strong hands, 
that is, in the ultimate sense. Therefore, let them not be silenced by the enemies 
around them. Since Christ has now dominated and dethroned supernatural forces 
how much less do they have to fear from merely human persecutors? Peter would 
agree with his fellow-apostle Paul that the struggle is not ultimately against ‘flesh 
and blood’ (mere humans) but against ‘spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly 
places’ (Ephesians 6:12). 

Nothing has changed fundamentally since Peter’s day. The forces of spiritual evil 
continue to use human agencies to silence the witness of Christians and to discredit 
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them. There is a threefold challenge here that is as relevant today as it was when 
Peter was writing: (i) be unashamed and unafraid to confess Christ and to declare 
yourself to be a disciple; (ii) be prepared to leave behind the sins of the former 
manner of life; and (iii) be committed to living a good manner of life’ in Christ, being 
subject to the authorities ordained by God.” 

 

Study 7: 1 Peter 4:7-19 

“Be Clear Minded and Self-Controlled” 

Before You Start 

As Christians why should we obey the Lord’s commands? 

And which Biblical commands do we have to follow. 

Discuss. 

Listen Carefully to 1 Peter 4:7-19 

Jobes: “With this passage Peter continues to reshape his readers’ self-
understanding in Christian terms by providing an eschatological perspective 
for living out their faith in Christ: they are living in view of the end of all things. 
Throughout the NT, as here, teaching about the future is offered as the basis 
for how Christians are to live now. What one believes about the future shapes 
how one lives today. A belief that the future is full of hopelessness, despair, 
and futility becomes a self-fulfilling prophecy when people live today as if that 
future were true. On the other hand, hope in a future that is meaningful and 
assured produces the confidence to live each day with that future in view.” 

The Text  

1. What reason is given for being ‘clear minded and self-controlled’(4:7 NIV 
1984)? 

Because the end of all things is near and so that we can pray. 

Always remember that to speak about prayer (and when we do it) we are 
expressing the nature of our relationship with God through Jesus. To be able 
to pray effectively we need to be in right relationship with our Father God. 

Jobes: “Right thinking and being clear-minded are to result in prayers …. . This 
is an interesting association, since one might expect clear-mindedness to be 
necessary for preparing a sound defense against one’s critics or for making 
wise decisions as threatening circumstances present themselves. However, 
Peter’s first concern is prayer. The knowledge that Peter’s readers live in the 
final stage of God’s redemptive plan should motivate prayers, not a 
complacent fatalism (“Well, God’s going to do what God’s going to do”). Nor 
should it move them to abandon their responsibilities and relationships with 
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each other and with their society.” 

2. In 4:7-11 list the things we are to do. Discuss how we can help one another 
do these things. 

This is one of the important discussion of Gifts in the New Testament. 

The List 

Be clear minded 

Be self-controlled 

Pray. 

Love each other deeply 

Offer hospitality  

Use whatever gift we have received 

Serve others 

We should commend one another when these things are done - express 
lovingly our disappointment when they are not. 

We need to be more open with one another - especially in the area of 
seeing the gifts people have and telling them about them and providing 
them with ways to use them. 

God gives all of us gifts – to use – not store up. 

We help each other to use gifts by using our own and by helping others to 
‘see’ their own gifts and to use them. 

Barnett: “God does not give the ‘gifts’ in order that the person so ‘gifted’ will 
draw attention to himself. These activities and ministries are just that, ‘gifts’. 
Humility about oneself and deep love for others are the only bases for the 
exercise of gifts (as Paul also taught in 1 Corinthians 13:1-3).” 

It is important that we do not see the ‘up the front’ gifts as of more 
importance to God than the ‘down the back’ gifts. 

Barnett: “In short, Peter is saying that church life is to be a preview of the ‘end’ 
when God will make all things ‘perfect’.” 

Jobes: “Peter uses the same word, χάρισμα (charisma, gift), that Paul uses to 
refer to specific spiritual gifts such as healings, miraculous powers, and 
speaking in tongues (e.g., 1 Cor. 12:4, 9, 30–31). Here the word refers more 
generally to the gifts of God’s grace in the fullest sense (cf. Rom. 5:15–16; 
6:23). Peter implies that each Christian believer, by definition, has received a 
gift of God’s grace. That experience of grace is to be directed toward service to 
others, as Paul also teaches the specific charismata should be used.” (1 Cor. 
12:1–31) 
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3. From 4:12-19 what do we learn about suffering as a Christian? 

It is worth noting the similarities here:  

1Peter 4:14 If you are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are 
blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you.  

Matthew 5:11    “Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute 
you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. 

It should not be surprising. 

Jobes: “The idea that normal life should always be harmonious and free 
from suffering, despite universal suffering and death, remains a 
lingering echo of life in Eden as God created it before the fall. It is also a 
longing for the time when there will be no more tears, suffering, pain, 
and death (Rev. 21:4).” 

It is to ‘test’ (as in refine) us. 

Ultimately it is a blessing. 

It is following is Jesus footsteps (implied here, explicit elsewhere in the letter). 

When suffering submit to God’s will and keep doing ‘good’. 

Barnett: “The passage is warmly encouraging, while addressing the readers 
facing a difficult future. Peter addresses his ‘beloved’ readers in respect of two 
imminent and daunting realities— the coming fiery ordeal (verse 12) and the 
beginnings of the judgment of God (verse 17). Various challenging scenarios 
are introduced by ‘if’, followed by a contrastive ‘appeal’ (introduced by ‘but’) 
as to how they should respond.” 

4. What should we not be suffering for? Discuss things that could bring this 
wrong sort of persecution upon us. 

We should not be suffering for actually doing wrong. 

(Note the inclusion of ‘meddling’ with the ‘murderer’ or ‘thief’) 

Barnett: “Unbelievers will be quick to criticise and make fun of Christians for 
any inconsistency, great or small. Believers must ensure that there is only one 
‘crime’ of which they are guilty, that is, they follow Christ and are publicly 
identified as his disciples.” 

“…. the general reaction would be, ‘I don’t think much of your God if that is the 
way one of his children behaves.” 

Connections 

1. What is meant by ‘the end of all things’ (4:7)? 

In the ‘end’ it is the return of Jesus. 
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Jobes: “While modern readers may immediately think of the end of the world, 
the semantic range of the word ‘telos’ suggests more than mere termination 
and may refer to the last stage of a process as well as to its outcome or goal. 
Peter is saying that because of the resurrection of Jesus Christ, his readers are 
living in the last stage of God’s great redemptive plan, and the goal of that 
plan is being realized.” 

Barnett: ““Peter’s word ‘end’ means ‘goal’ (not doom) and that goal is the 
‘perfection’ or ‘completion’ of all that is disjointed and fractured in this present 
dispensation.” 

Remember we are in the now-not yet phase of God’s plans. 

We have some of the things of the end but there is much bigger and better to 
come (and a set of steak knives???) 

It is near in the same sense that Jesus said the ‘kingdom of God is near’ (Mark 
1:15) in that it was standing there (Jesus is the King) and yet there was more 
to come in Jesus’ life, death resurrection, the preaching of the gospel and 
Jesus’ final return. 

The ‘end of all things’ is the fulfillment of the Kingdom of God. 

Barnett: " … from this point onward there is a continuing emphasis on the end 
(‘the time has come for judgment to begin’ 4:17; ‘the glory that is to be 
revealed’ 5:1; ‘the unfading crown of glory’ 5:4; ‘in due time he may exalt you’ 
5:6).” 

“Consistent with these ‘end-time’ references Peter makes many ‘appeals’ to 
his readers. This is to be expected since the approach of the ‘end’ calls for their 
perseverance and an ever-greater concentration on their relationship with God 
and with one another. 

Accordingly, Peter appeals to them in regards their relationships—with one 
another (4:7-11), with outsiders (4:12-19), with their leaders (5:1-5), and with 
their persecutors (5:6-11).” 

It is worthwhile noting the similarities in language between 1 Peter 4: 7-11 
and Romans 12-13. 

2. What does ‘love covers a multitude of sins’ mean? How do we truly love one 
another?  

Discuss or think about first. 

Note Proverbs 10:12 (and see James 5:20). 

Jobes: “Clearly, living in community with other believers for a sustained period 
of time—especially in a hostile society—gives plenty of opportunity for such 
“sins” to occur that hurt members of the community, sow seeds of bad 
feelings, and fuel ongoing cycles of evil, deceit, hypocrisies, jealousies, and 
backbiting. This is why 4:8 calls not merely for love but for an earnest love that 
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persistently continues to cover, to suppress, the potential for the destruction of 
the community. Such behavior actually extinguishes sin and its effects within 
the community by not retaliating in kind, thereby realizing in the context of 
community the claim of 4:1 that Christians must be through with sin.” 

Grudem: “Where love abound in a fellowship of Christian many small offences, 
and even some large ones, are readily overlooked and forgotten. But where 
love is lacking, every word is viewed with suspicion, every action is liable to 
misunderstand and conflicts abound - to Satan’s perverse delight.” 

Note - Proverbs 10:12 Hatred stirs up strife, but love covers all offences.  

Barnett: “God’s approach to lost humanity is love-based and those who have 
been drawn to God by that love are to love one another.” 

3. How is it possible to rejoice in suffering? 

Because it is part of our imitation of Christ and that they are part of the 
process of making us more like him and are ‘nothing’ compared to what God 
has in store for us. 

Barnett: “Based on this frightening reality Peter appeals to them to ‘rejoice’, 
not because they will suffer per se, but that because they will ‘share in Christ’s 
sufferings’ (verse 13). 

“The sufferings of Jesus at Golgotha have overflowed from him and reached 
his faithful, confessing people throughout the world. This being so, how glad 
will they be when his glory is revealed. Peter often connects suffering with 
glory in regard to Christ (1:11; 1:18, 21; 5:1), and Christians (1:6-7; 5:10).” 

4. The Gospel Connection: Read Mark 14: 32-42. What in chapter 4 reflects this 
experience of Peter? What should we learn from it? 

Here it is Jesus suffering in his prayer to His Father and at the prospect of 
what is to come. 

Peter sees this righteous suffering. 

Peter’s call to be ‘clear minded and self-controlled’ must have brought pangs 
of conscience of his ‘sleep’ as the Master prayed when he was asked to ‘keep 
watch’ 

Impact 

1.  This passage is about ministering to one another and suffering for Christ’s 
sake. How do they relate and how does doing one, help us to do the other? 

For discussion. 

2. What, practically, do we learn from 4:19? 

For discussion. 

“Trust and Obey” – it is an old Chorus but a goody. 
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Jobes: “We seem to assume that God knows what he is doing when we are 
happy and well. But trouble and difficult times raise hard questions about our 
relationship with God and about his intent and character. It is harder to 
entrust our lives to God when we are suffering, and especially when that 
suffering is unjust and is the consequence of living obediently for him!” 

NBC - 19 If such suffering is accepted in the light of vs 17-18, then far from 
giving up under it the Christian will persevere in doing good. We follow Christ’s 
example, by committing the outcome into God’s hands. Commit is the word 
used by Jesus in Lk. 23:46 (citing Ps. 31:5). Every faithful Jew used this as a 
final prayer at night and this may be the thought here. .... Creator is used here 
probably to remind the readers of God’s power (cf. 1:5 and Paul’s thought in 
Phil. 1:6). 

Barnett: “Persecution is like evangelism in reverse because it presses on us to 
de-convert, to commit apostasy. In that moment God’s judgment, indeed, has 
been made, and it has been made negatively. This is the plight of those who 
have heard and disobeyed the Gospel.” 

“Few Christians pass through life without trials, even if they are not the 
extreme kind that faced Peter and his readers. Trials associated with 
accidents, health, relationships (especially within families) and money force us 
to reflect on whether or not we truly believe in God and his fatherly love of us. 
These are times when, though we may be ‘tested’ hard, God himself draws 
near to us. Often that ‘drawing near’ will come through the loving support of 
others. Seeing another person in difficulty challenges us to be good friends to 
them in their times of need. Elders in the local church have a special 
responsibility in providing care and support for members who face times of 
trial” 

 

Note Barnett: “Few things are more important to God than the welfare and character 
of his churches. God’s will is that they are shaped by Peter’s words in this letter. 
Because when that happens, even if imperfectly, God himself is authentically 
portrayed. Accordingly, pastors and people must work at shaping our churches in the 
ways Peter has outlined.” 

A verse or two to learn: 

4:7 The end of all things is near. Therefore, be clear minded and self-controlled so 
that you can pray.  8 Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a 
multitude of sins.   
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Study 8: 1 Peter 5:1-14 

“Under God's Mighty Hand” 

Before You Start 

To quote the song “Lord, it’s hard to be humble”. What is true humility? 

Listen Carefully to 1 Peter 5:1-14 

The Text  

1. Who are the different groups addressed in 5:1-5? What are they to do? 

Elders: 

Be ‘shepherds’ – 

Watch over them. 

Willingly 

Eager to serve 

Exemplary 

Humble 

Barnett: “Presbyter (elder) denotes a position of leadership 
within a congregation; shepherd points to the caring nature of 
that leadership; over-seer implies seeing the people ‘from 
above’. (Perhaps we can imagine a shepherd watching over the 
whole flock and looking out for those who are tending to wander 
away from the flock.)” 

Note Jesus’ words Matthew 20:25-27. 

You who are younger: 

Possibly this refers to al those who are not elders in the sense above. 

Submit to elders – 

Jobes: “in a much briefer form in 5:5, Peter exhorts the νεώτεροι 
(neōteroi, younger) to submit to the presbyteroi, who have been 
commissioned to shepherd them. In such a brief span of 
discourse, it is unlikely that presbyteroi refers here in 5:5 only to 
older people in the church when in 5:1 it clearly refers to leaders 
in the church.” 

Humble 

Barnett: “As noted earlier to ‘be subject’ does not mean ‘be 
obedient’ in a servile sense but implies a willing acceptance of 
God-given authority.” 
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All of you: 

Humble 

Barnett: “In short, the congregation needs to be characterised by a member-
to-member respect, based on humility.” 

Jobes: “First Peter 5:1 is the most extensive self-description given by the 
author in this epistle. Peter describes himself with two phrases in apposition: 
first, the fellow elder and witness of the sufferings of Christ; and second, one 
who will also share in the about-to-be-revealed glory. Peter’s self-description 
as ὁ συμπρεσβύτερος (ho sympresbyteros, the fellow elder) indicates his 
solidarity with those whom he exhorts, making them aware that their ministry 
of church leadership is an extension of his own and thereby deriving the 
authority of the elders from that of the apostles. The definite article combined 
with the preposition sym- (a form of syn, with) may be understood as a 
possessive, “your fellow-.” Peter personally understands their responsibilities, 
their fears, and the pressures that assail them because he also bears the 
responsibilities of an elder. The apostle embraces his calling as a leader in the 
church, a calling that will lead to his martyrdom in Rome. He is not asking 
them to do anything that he himself is not also doing.” 

2. What things are Christians commanded to do or be in v5-11. 

Jobes: “Three imperatives form Peter’s concluding exhortation: (1) be 
humbled, therefore, under God’s mighty hand; (2) be clear-minded and on the 
alert; and (3) take your stand against the devil.” 

Humility 

Sober-mindedness. 

Alertness 

Jobes: “The second verb, γρηγορέω (grēgoreō, be on the alert) 
presupposes the state of mind of the first, for one cannot be alert in a 
mental state that resembles drunkenness. This verb occurs often in the 
NT, referring both to readiness for the Lord’s return (e.g., Matt. 24:42–
43; 25:13; Mark 13:35, 37; Rev. 3:3; 16:15) and to watchfulness that 
avoids moral jeopardy (e.g., Matt. 26:41; Mark 14:38; Acts 20:31; 1 
Thess. 5:6; Rev. 3:3).” 

Strong, Firm, Steadfast 

Barnett: “By his ‘great mercy’ they have been re-born to ‘a living hope’ (1:3), 
their ‘salvation’ (1:5, 9). This was the ‘grace’ that was to come (1:10), the 
grace that does come (5:5), and the grace of God that will come (1:13; 3:7; 
5:12). In the midst of life, including its pain, God surrounds them before and 
after with his grace.” 
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Jobes: “Their willingness to submit to God’s mighty hand now is purposeful: 
“that he may exalt you at the appointed time” (5:6). Given Peter’s previous 
references to the coming glory when Christ is revealed (1:7; 4:13; 5:1, 4), this is 
probably also a similar reference to the future vindication of Christians who 
have been demeaned and humiliated by their society because of their faith.” 

3. How is the devil described? What are we to do about him? 

Described as a hungry roaring lion 

We must resist him. 

Note that he is associated with the ‘sufferings’. 

Barnett: “Peter is attributing the persecution to supra-human forces, as does 
Paul (Ephesians 6:12 ‘We wrestle not against flesh and blood…’).” 

Note the parallels between 1 Peter 5:5-9 and James 4:6-10. 

Sanchez: “Sadly, when it comes to the devil, Christians have either been 
obsessive of dismissive. C.S. Lewis put it brilliantly: 

“There are two equal and opposite errors into which our race can fall 
about the devils. One is to disbelieve in their existence, the other is to 
believe, and to feel an excessive and unhealthy interest in them, they 
themselves are equally pleased by both errors and hail a materialist or 
a magician with the same delight.”” 

4. What point are verses 10 and 11 making? Who wins? 

Jobes: “Peter concludes the body of his letter with a strong note of hope and 
doxology (5:10–11) that echoes the opening in 1:1–7. God is described as the 
God of “all grace,” reminding readers that there is no other source of mercy in 
life. This all-gracious God has called Christians into eternal glory in Christ. 
Throughout the letter Peter uses the word “glory” to refer to the state of being 
that was accomplished by the sufferings and resurrection of Christ (1:11), yet 
to be fully revealed at his return (4:13), and of which new life in Christ is even 
now a part (1:3). That new realm of being is eternal, making the adversities of 
this present age comparatively fleeting (cf. 1:24–25).” 

Who wins? – JESUS!!!! 

He is the one with the power. 

Connections 

1. Look at Psalm 78:70-72; Proverbs 3:34; James 4:6; Matthew 23:12. How do 
these verses help us to understand what is meant by ‘humility’? 

The 1st basic rule of Christianity is - Be Humble, the 2nd basic rule of 
Christianity is - Be Humble, the 3rd basic rule of Christianity is (you guessed it) 
- Be Humble. (Augustine said it, Calvin quoted it). 
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Barnett: “In his Institutes of the Christian Religion he (Calvin) wrote ‘[I]f 
you ask me concerning the precepts of the Christian religion, first, 
second, third…always I would answer ‘humility’.” 

For us as Christians this is such an important concept. 

Barnett: “Peter buttresses his appeal for humility by citing Proverbs 3:34. That 
proverb contrasts the ‘humble’ with the ‘proud’. Whereas the ‘humble’ have a 
sober and realistic view of themselves, the ‘proud’ are arrogant and self-
important, viewing themselves above others. Pride opposes God but once the 
Gospel is welcomed it gives way to humility towards God and other people.” 

2. From this passage what are the essentials of Christian leadership? 

Humble Service – ‘Shepherding’. 

Simple really. 

Simple to say - hard for forgiven sinners to do. 

3. Look at these passages: Romans 13:13-14; Colossians 3:9-14; Ephesians 6:13-
18 (and also Luke 24:49; Galatians 3:26-27). Discuss the imagery of ‘being 
clothed’ or ‘putting on’. What is this saying about our Christian lives? 

Suggests intentionality about our Christian living… 

Though in Luke 24 they are to for God (we presume) to clothe them 
with the Holy Spirit. 

Means our Christian living is an active choosing to put certain ‘clothes’ on and 
actively remove others we might be attached to. 

Also that it is a daily and ongoing thing. 

(The commentators suggest a link between being clothed with humility and 
John 13:4-5 - You might want to think about this.) 

4. What can we learn from 5:12-14 about relationships, encouragement and 
Peter himself? 

Peter: 

Acknowledges Silas’ gift as amanuensis. 

Reminds that he seeks to encourage, 

Stands for the truth and encourages his readers to do so, 

Passes on greetings from Rome (Babylon), 

Has obvious affection for Mark (Probably the author of Mark’s Gospel 
at Peter’s ‘dictation’.), 

Wishes them ‘peace’ (probably in the sense of Shalom) 
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5. The Gospel Connection: Read John 21:1, 15-25. What role is Peter given. 
How does 1 Peter reflect that role? 

Barnett: “Jesus’ command, ‘shepherd my sheep’ became deeply imprinted in 
Peter’s memory and evidently also became a fundamental instruction among 
the apostles. This is clear from Peter’s words in 5:2, and also in Paul’s direction 
to the presbyters (elders) of Ephesus in Acts 20:28.”  

Peter is told to feed Jesus’ sheep (lambs) and I would suspect that that is what 
he is attempting to do through this letter for the young Christians in Asia 
Minor. 

Barnett: “Peter emerges from this text as a true leader and ‘shepherd’ 
of God’s scattered and suffering people. Having failed dramatically, 
Peter was now the ‘rock’ Jesus said he would become. In the intervening 
decades he proved God to be trustworthy and had, as a result been 
strengthened within himself to lead and care for Christ’s sheep.” 

“Peter writes out of his experience rather than from a tenured academic 
position in a university or a secure ecclesiastic cloister. He was a humble 
fisherman who was spurned as uneducated by the religious 
establishment of his day. Yet he had listened to and observed his 
Master, seen him arrested and killed and had been the first (male) 
witness to his resurrected life. Peter had experienced the life-changing 
power of the Spirit and seen the power of the Gospel to ‘re-birth’ and 
redeem the lost. We the readers do well to heed his appeals.” 

I do trust that you have been fed in your Christian life and in your personal 
relationship with Jesus by these studies in 1 Peter. 

Impact 

1.  Work through your list from ‘The Text’ Question 2 and discuss how you can 
do these things better this week. 

Discuss. 

2. Discuss what it really means to put 5:7 into practice. 

Discuss. Barnett: “Behind Paul’s and Peter’s appeal is (Greek/LXX) Psalm 55:22 
‘Cast thy worry upon the Lord’ and Jesus’ words, ‘do not be anxious…’ 
(Matthew 6:25-34).” And Philippians 4:6 

A verse or two to learn: 

5:6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under God's mighty hand, that he may lift you up in 
due time.  7 Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you. 
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Appendix A 

From McKnight, S., The NIV Application Commentary: 1 Peter (Grand Rapids, 
Zondervan, 1996) 

Jonathon Edwards’ Theology of Public Life. 

 Jonathan Edwards, long forgotten for his university presidency and his brilliant 
philosophical analysis, is mostly remembered for his famous sermon entitled 
“Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God.” In the midst of a busy intellectual life, 
Edwards fashioned a theory for the relationship of the Christian to public life. Gerald 
R. McDermott, professor of religion at Roanoke College (Salem, Virginia), summarizes 
six points of Edwards’ theology of public life for the Christian.37 In my judgment, 
Edwards clearly perceived how we are to operate today—a perception also 
consistent with Petrine teaching. His six points are as follows: 

(1) Christians have a responsibility to society beyond the walls of the church. 
Christians must break through the tendency to isolationism that has at times 
characterized the church. 

(2) Christians should not hesitate to join forces with non-Christians in the 
public square to work toward common moral goals. While I generally agree 
with Edwards here, we must also keep in mind the need to establish our 
principles and to refuse to compromise in areas that are fundamental to 
Christian truth. But cooperation is critical and isolationism is to be avoided. 

(3) Christians should support their governments but be ready to criticize them 
when the occasion demands. Once again, we find here the cautious respect 
that Peter invites but also the willingness to speak against policies when 
conscience demands. 

(4) Christians should remember that politics is comparatively unimportant in 
the long run. Many Western Christians have gotten off the path at this point. 
The Christian’s responsibility is first to his Master, the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
then, and only then, to his government. Too many have confused the two 
responsibilities. Peter looked forward to a day when Jesus Christ would 
return, and he knew at that time the Roman empire would dissolve into the 
kingdom of God and that final kingdom would not tolerate geographical or 
power distinctions. No matter how much we respect our government, we 
should respect the church even more. 

(5) Christians should beware of national pride. In the history of the church 
there has never been a truly Christian nation. Until that does occur (and we 
have reason to doubt that it ever will), we are obliged to put our pride on the 
back burner and put our trust in the kingdom of God, which transcends 
national borders. … The gospel of Christ levels us all into an international 
community of those who follow Christ, and that church deserves our 
allegiance. I believe in the “holy, catholic church,” and in so confessing I 
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confess also that national pride is secondary. 

(6) Christians should care for the poor. Such a point cannot be dismissed 
lightly, for it reveals an attitude of mercy toward those in need and 
encompasses more than financial help on bad days. It means that Christians 
ought to help, and ought to want to help, those who are in need, whatever 
those needs are. Furthermore, they ought to extend this desire into a plan for 
the government to help. If God is a God of compassion and mercy, then 
Christians ought to reveal that compassion and mercy to those they meet. 
Moreover, Christians ought to work for compassion and mercy to be written 
into the fabric of their society. 

Jonathan Edwards died in 1758, over two hundred years ago. Although his ideas 
need adjustment because of changes (just as Peter’s ideas do), we can see in him a 
thoroughly biblical approach to the way Christians should live in society. Edwards 
himself was a sterling example of such a life, and, happily, many who follow his 
teachings have been noble witnesses to Christian citizenship. Christians who live in 
today’s world will need special insight, drawn from Peter and others, if they are to 
live before God faithfully and draw others to him. 

 Yet we should always remember that at times, the believing citizen and 
noncitizen may be able neither to obey nor to disobey. Instead, suffering is the only 
option, if indeed that can be called an option. The Christian is called to follow Jesus, 
and Jesus himself knew that his path was one that led to the cross. Those who follow 
him sometimes end up with him at the Golgotha of their own suffering. Peter’s next 
section incorporates suffering as one potential risk for Christians who live obediently 
in an alien society. 

 

Appendix B 

The Significance of Peter’s Teaching Today  

On 1 Peter 3:1-7 

Jobes, K.H. 1 Peter (Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament) (Grand Rapids, 
Baker Academic, 2005) 

The reader who does not understand Peter’s intent in his instruction of slaves, wives, 
and husbands will not understand the message of 1 Peter. Within this passage Peter 
grounds his ethical teaching on the Christian life rightly lived after the example of 
Christ’s suffering. How shortsighted it is to use this passage as if it were a marriage 
manual simply addressing the relationship between husbands and wives! And how 
ironic it is that the words that first–century slaves and wives would have read as 
affirming and empowering are criticized by some today as enslaving and oppressive. 
When read within its original historical setting, these verses become a call to social 
transformation within the Christian community, allowing it to become an alternate 
society based on God’s redemptive plan. The Christian’s willingness to suffer unjustly 
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out of reverence for God in order to follow in the footsteps of Jesus Christ is a radical 
break with social expectations of that day just as it is in our own day. Peter affirms 
aspects of the cultural expectations of his day, yet he does so for [1 Pe, p. 210] 
theological reasons that masterfully subvert traditional social structures. Where 
other Jewish writers, such as Philo and Josephus, accept the household ethic code of 
Hellenistic society as compatible with Jewish tradition (Balch 1981: 73; Sly 1991), 
Peter—also a Jewish writer—creatively points to a new way traced out by the 
footsteps of Christ. 

 These instructions to slaves, wives, and husbands appear in a unit of discourse 
that begins with the exhortation for Christians to live such good lives among the 
pagans that they might ultimately glorify God (2:11). They are to submit to every 
human authority so that ignorant talk about Christians will be silenced (2:13). It may 
be surmised, therefore, that one of Peter’s primary concerns is that Christian 
behavior should not give Christ a bad name among unbelievers. Peter encourages his 
readers to conduct themselves in a way that would be both recognized and 
respected by Roman rulers and society as good, silencing the criticism, slander, and 
persecution of unbelievers. 

 Peter emphasizes the evangelistic and apologetic value of submission within 
the household. Paul, in contrast, roots the submission of the wife to the husband in 
the relationship between Christ and the church and in the creation of marriage as a 
one-flesh union (Eph. 5:21–33). The Christian man must love his wife as Christ loved 
the church (5:25) and as he loves himself (5:33). The Christian wife must submit to 
her own husband (5:22) and must respect her husband (5:33). While we must not 
simply conflate Peter’s thought with Paul’s, we also must not conclude that Peter’s 
teaching on submission is simply posturing to win favor for Christianity in the eyes of 
pagan society. 

 Although both the Greek moral philosophers and the NT speak of 
“submission,” the apostolic definition of it and foundation for it are completely 
different. The Greco-Roman worldview was concerned with the pragmatic benefits 
of social stability; the Christian view of submission is concerned with honoring 
transcendent theological values that ought to capture the heart of believers and 
transform them within all of their relationships. 

 Paul’s household code in Eph. 5:21–6:9 provides a model of mutual 
submission and love in marriage that is theologically, rather than apologetically, 
grounded. In contrast to Peter’s one-verse instruction to husbands, Paul develops 
the theological basis for the husband’s relationship to his wife that defines the 
character of the wife’s submission (5:25–33). Christian marriage is understood as a 
lifelong commitment in an exclusive one-flesh union that mirrors the profound 
mystery of Christ and the church (5:32). On this model of Christ’s love for his church 
and the church’s submission to Christ, marital love is understood as the resolve to 
live one’s entire life totally committed to the well-being of one’s spouse in every 
decision. When “submission” of the wife becomes the central issue, the image of 
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Christian marriage has already been distorted. A well-known evangelical leader is 
quoted as saying, “I believe in a wife [1 Pe, p. 211] submitting to her husband, but I 
don’t believe the husband ever has the right to demand it. … In fact, I know when I 
am unworthy of it, she does not. My responsibility as a husband is to be worthy” 
(quoted in McKnight 1996: 192). Peter, unlike Paul, is addressing the situation where 
the husband is not a Christian and does not love his wife as Christ loved the church. 
His demands are not necessarily worthy of submission. Yet Peter instructs the 
Christian wife to submit to her unbelieving husband and to respect him, yet without 
renouncing her faith, even though she may suffer for her Christian principles. Peter’s 
instruction is almost certainly based on the same theological understanding of 
marriage as Paul’s, but it also happens to formally correspond with what would be 
expected of the wife by her society, which has no such theological grounding for its 
expectation. Peter’s point is that Christians must be ready to suffer unjustly because 
of their relationship to God in Christ. 

 While the foundation for Christian submission in marriage is deeply rooted in 
theology, the specific expressions of submission relate to the times in which we live. 
What counts as submission today may be quite different from what counted as 
submission in the first century, because social expectations differ over time and from 
place to place. But this does not mean that Peter’s instructions are no longer 
relevant to Christians today since our society generally does not uphold the 
hierarchical model of marriage as it was practiced in the first century. 

 How should Peter’s instructions for order in the household be applied today? 
According to Crouch (1972: 158), the significance of a NT household code “derives 
from its original situation and at the same time transcends the historically 
conditioned form of its exhortations,” calling believers to live out the gospel in the 
givenness of the historical moment into which they have been placed. This allows the 
modern believer to reject slavery where the NT does not explicitly do so, because the 
given social order within which most of today’s believers are called to live and 
witness rightly disallows the practice of slavery. Moreover, many Christians today 
live under governments where there is a mechanism for change—unlike the 
dictatorial regime of the Roman emperors—and Christians can work to change their 
social order for justice and equity in accord with biblical principles. And so the NT 
household codes that instruct slaves to submit to that institution in the first century 
do not warrant Christians supporting slavery today or being indifferent to it in those 
parts of the world where it is yet practiced. 

 Similarly, the society in which we live accords different status and privileges to 
women than the first century did. Accordingly, Christian men and women are called 
by the household codes to live out their marriages in a way that honors the gospel in 
today’s social order. Peter wanted the first–century wife and husband to relate to 
each other in a manner that reflected the biblical view of marriage. It would still be 
wrong for a Christian husband or wife to misrepresent the character of [1 Pe, p. 212] 
the gospel by living in a way that is inconsistent with the biblical character of 



1 PETER 

STRANGERS IN THE WORLD 

KIAMA ANGLICAN CHURCHES  Bible Studies: September-November 2020  60 

marriage. For instance, spousal abuse, infidelity, or malicious neglect violates both 
biblical standards and the higher ideals of social expectations. And the apologetic 
value of Christian behavior emphasized by Peter is still a concern. Churches must 
consider how their position on the role of women within the Christian community 
speaks to the larger social order. 

 Therefore, the specific expressions of appropriate submission must be 
culturally defined. A woman who is active outside the home or a married woman 
appearing in public without the escort of her husband or other male relative does 
not scandalize our society as it did in the first century. Peter wisely did not spell out 
in specific terms what it means for a Christian wife to submit to her husband or for a 
Christian husband to live considerately with his wife. The apostle laid down the 
principles and then left the details to be worked out between the spouses. The 
church today is right to uphold a biblical order within marriage that mirrors the 
relationship of Christ and his church, but it should also follow Peter’s wisdom and 
refrain from trying to specify what that must look like in every case. 
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