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‘STRANGERS IN THE WORLD’ 
1 Peter 

In these eight studies we turn our attention as a church to the 
Apostle Peter’s first letter.  In this ‘year of COVID’ we have looked at 
Matthew’s Gospel, the opening seven letters in Revelation and the 
musings of Ecclesiastes. Each has its own connection to 1 Peter. 
Peter’s last appearance in Matthew (26:75) has him weeping 
outside the High Priest’s house having denied knowing Jesus. 
Though written about 40 years earlier, this letter is addressed to 
Christians in the same general area as Revelation and shares the 
theme of suffering under persecution. And 1 Peter shows us most 
clearly the cure for the meaninglessness that Ecclesiastes points out 
but ultimately doesn’t resolve. 
This book has long been my favorite epistle* and it is my prayer that 
1 Peter will speak clearly to you of the love of Jesus shown by the 
mature Peter, of the strength God provides in our troubles and of 
the wonderful meaningfulness of the gospel of Jesus Christ, our 
Saviour and Lord. 

Greg Holmes, September 2020 

 
Program 

 

Date  Study Passage Title* 

Sun 4 Oct 1 1 Peter 1:1-12 “New birth into a living hope” 

Sun 11 Oct 2 1 Peter 1:13-25 “Set your hope fully” 

Sun 18 Oct 3 1 Peter 2:1-10 “Now you are the people of 
God” 

Sun 25 Oct 4 1 Peter 2:11-25 “Aliens and strangers in the 
world” 

Sun 1 Nov 5 1 Peter 3:1-12 “Love as brothers”  

Sun 8 Nov 6 1 Peter 3:13-4:6 “Set apart Christ as Lord” 

Sun 15 Nov 7 1 Peter 4:7-19 “Be clear minded and self-
controlled” 

Sun 22 Nov 8 1 Peter 5:1-14 “Under God's mighty hand” 
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RESOURCES 
Barnett, P, 1 Peter: Living Hope (Reading the Bible Today) (Sydney 

South, Aquila, 2006) 
I would recommend this commentary as one that is solid in scholarship 

and very readable. (Paul Barnett is a former Bishop of North Sydney 
and Moore College lecturer.) 

Grudem, W. 1 Peter (Tyndale New Testament Commentaries) (Inter-
Varsity Press, Leicester, England 1988)  

Sanchez, J.R, 1 Peter for You (USA, The Good Book Company, 2016) 
Wheaton, David H. 1 Peter in D. A. Carson, R. T. France, J. A. Motyer, G. 

J. Wenham (Eds) THE NEW BIBLE COMMENTARY 21st Century 
Edition (Inter-Varsity Press, Leicester, England 1994)  

 

Also, the outline of 1 Peter on the Bible Project website: 
https://thebibleproject.com/all-videos/ 
Please note that as many of you may be doing these ‘solo’ that the 
booklet entitled “Thoughts, Notes and Answers is available to everyone 
via the KAC website or through the Office. 
*In fact, we did a series on 1 Peter in 2005 and you may recognise some 
of the questions? 

 

1 Peter - Some Background 

A.F. Walls “Peter, First Epistle Of” in J. D. Douglas, N. Hillyer, D. R. W. 
Wood, I. H. Marshall, A. R. Millard, J. I. Packer, D. J. Wiseman (Eds) The 
New Bible Dictionary Leicester, IVP. 

Peter, First Epistle Of. The letter is sent in the name of the apostle, to 
whose status and experience there is a modest allusion in 5:1. A certain 
function is ascribed to Silvanus (5:12)—almost certainly the *Silas of Acts. 
The address is the widest in the NT (1:1); to the Christians of five 
provinces (of which Bithynia and Pontus were for administrative purposes 
merged). 
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I. Outline of contents 

a. Address and greeting (1:1–2) 

Trinitarian in form and concerned with the work of salvation. 

b. Thanksgiving (1:3–12) 

In form a berakhah, or blessing of God, for the privileges of salvation 
(contrast Paul’s thanksgivings), making reference to present suffering. 

c. The implications of salvation (1:13–2:10) 

God’s purpose for his people: the nature of redemption and the call of the 
redeemed to fear God and love one another: the privileges of belonging 
to the people of God. The section includes the call to ‘put off’ the 
characteristics of the old life. 

d. Christian relationships (2:11–3:12) 

The appeal to good behaviour among the Gentiles: careful subjection to 
lawfully constituted authority; the duties of slaves, under good and bad 
masters, with the example of Christ; the duties for wives and husbands; 
the call to unity; love, gentleness and humility, swelling into Ps. 34. 

e. Suffering and the will of God (3:13–22) 

Preparedness to suffer injustice: Christ’s suffering and its triumphant 
consequences. 

f. Holy living (4:1–11) 

Includes a call to watch: culminates in a benediction. 

g. The fiery trial (4:12–19) 

A sudden resumption of the theme of imminent suffering: its inherent 
blessing: the glory of suffering for the Name: the coming judgment. 

h. Address to elders (5:1–4) 

i. General address and benediction (5:5–11) 

Including a renewal of the call to vigilance and to resistance to the evil 
one. 

j. Personalia and greetings (5:12–14) 
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II. Place of writing 

The letter conveys greetings from the church in ‘Babylon’ (5:13). 
Mesopotamian Babylon is unlikely: it is too much of a coincidence that 
Mark and Silvanus, old colleagues of Paul, should be there too. Still less 
can be said for Babylon on the Nile, a military depot. It is far more likely 
that, as in Rev. 14:8; 17:5, etc., Babylon stands for Rome. The OT had 
compared it as a symbol of godless prosperity (cf. Is. 14); theories that it 
is a general allegory for ‘the world’ or a cryptogram for security purposes 
are needless. There are grounds for believing Peter worked in Rome, and 
the presence of Mark and Silvanus would be explained. 
 
III. The author’s background 

A rewarding study can be made of the connection between 1 Peter and the 
other parts of the NT with which Peter is associated: Mark’s Gospel and 
the early speeches in Acts. It is not simply a matter of verbal links between 
1 Pet. 2:20ff. and Mark’s passion narrative (cf. Selwyn, p. 30). Mark, the 
Petrine speeches and 1 Peter all set forth Christ in terms of the suffering 
Servant of Isaiah 53; 1 Peter and Mk. both expound the Lord’s death as a 
ransom (cf. Mk. 10:45 with 1 Pet. 1:18). Other NT writings, of course, are 
indebted to Is. 53, but it is remarkable that these three have this prophetic 
passage so deeply impressed that it may be regarded as their central 
thought about Christ. 1 Pet. 2, like Is. 53, describes both the Servant’s 
conduct and sufferings and the significance of them. Much has been said 
of the call to the imitation of Christ in 1 Peter; but there is far more than a 
description of the passion and an appeal to imitation: the thought moves 
on to what is forever inimitable, the redemption which only his suffering 
could effect. 

 The Petrine speeches in Acts share with 1 Peter the same sense of 
prophetic fulfilment (Acts 2:16ff.; 3:18; 1 Pet. 1:10ff., 20), the insistence on 
the cross as the foreordained action of God (Acts 2:23; 1 Pet. 1:20), the 
same connection of the resurrection and exaltation (Acts 2:32ff.; 1 Pet. 
1:21); the call to repentance and faith-baptism (Acts 2:38, 40; 1 Pet. 
3:20ff.); the certainty of Christ’s judgment of the living and dead (Acts 
10:42; 1 Pet. 4:5); joyous recognition of the Gentile mission and its 
blessings (Acts 10:9ff.; 11:17; 15:7ff.; 1 Pet. 1:1, 4–12; 2:3–10), expressed 
from a Jewish standpoint. It would take a Jew of Peter’s views to speak of 
Gentile Christians as ‘elect … sojourners of the Dispersion’ (1:1, RV), and 
to describe them as entering Israel (2:9f.—note the modification of Hosea: 
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the [910] readers had never been God’s people before). A Jew, too, could 
describe their background as ‘what the Gentiles like to do’ (4:3). 

 Again, in both 1 Peter and the Petrine speeches we are, as we have 
seen, in an atmosphere where the ‘name’ of Jesus means much (see 
above). Even details may be significant: the use of the oracle about the 
stone (Acts 4:10ff.; 1 Pet. 2:7) and the use of xylon, properly ‘wood’, for the 
cross (Acts 5:30; 10:39; 1 Pet. 2:24). 

 1 Peter contains an unusual number of apparent reminiscences of the 
Lord’s words: generally not as formal quotations, but woven into the 
framework of the discourse (e.g. 1 Pet. 1:16 = Mt. 5:48; 1:17 = Mt. 22:16; 
1:18 = Mk. 10:45; 1:22 = Jn. 15:12; 2:19 = Lk. 6:32 and Mt. 5:39; 3:9 = Mt. 
5:39; 3:14 = Mt. 5:10; 4:11 = Mt. 5:16; 4:13 = Mt. 5:10ff.; 4:18 = Mt. 24:22; 
5:3 = Mt. 20:25f.; 5:7 = Mt. 6:25ff.), and other passages take on a richer 
meaning if Peter were in fact the author. These connections are not 
exclusively from the Marcan tradition: but 1 Peter and Mk. alike display the 
theme of the suffering and the glory. 

 

And from the New Bible Commentary: 

David H. Wheaton 1 Peter in D. A. Carson, R. T. France, J. A. Motyer, G. 
J. Wenham (Eds) THE NEW BIBLE COMMENTARY 21st Century Edition 
(1994) INTER-VARSITY PRESS, LEICESTER, ENGLAND 

What does Peter say to his readers? 

Those who originally received this letter were Christians who were in 
danger of losing their way. Their newfound faith had severed the ties which 
had bound them to their non–Christian relatives and neighbours and was 
itself being tested because they were facing suffering. This situation was 
probably not what they had expected when they had first heard the gospel, 
and it is an experience faced by every generation since then. 

 Peter met their needs by reassuring them of the gospel. Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit work together to bring us a new life (1:3-5; 2:2; 4:1-6) in 
which the past is forgiven (2:24; 3:18), the present is protected (1:5) and 
motivated (4:2), and the future assured (1:4, 7). This is a way of life to be 
lived out in practical terms (1:13-16) and in everyday relationships (2:16; 
3:1, 7). It equips the followers of Jesus for living in the real world of the here 
and now (4:1-4) and for that world of eternal glory for which Jesus is even 
now preparing us (5:10). 
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 So Peter’s response to the question of suffering is that it is a part of the 
journey of faith. It tests the seriousness of our discipleship (1:7), joins us to 
our fellow–Christians (5:9), and will be vindicated on the day of judgment 
(4:16-19). Though believers are ‘strangers’ and ‘scattered’ in this world 
(1;1), they are part of the pilgrim people of God (2:5, 9), journeying to the 
Father’s home (1:4). They look forward to the day when Jesus will return 
for his own (1:7; 2:12; 5:4). These are truths which can motivate today’s 
Christians to live for God’s glory, just as they encouraged Peter’s original 
readers. 

 Peter writes as one whose heart has lost none of the fire of love stirred 
up by the Master at the Sea of Tiberias (cf. Jn. 21:1, 15-19 with 1 Pet. 1:8). 
In this letter there is all the vividness of the personal recollections of a 
follower of Jesus Christ.  
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Study 1: 1 Peter 1:1-12 

‘New Birth into a Living Hope’ 
Before You Start 

Living in Kiama in 2020 as a Christian do you think of yourself as an 
alien, a stranger, or a foreigner? Is that a comforting thought? 

 

 

Listen Carefully to 1 Peter 1:1-12 

The Text  

1. How are the recipients of the letter described (v1-2)? Why 
‘strangers’? 
 
 

2. v3-5. What great things have we received with Jesus? How do you 
react to them? 
 
 

3. v6-9 What is the purpose of suffering?  
 
 

4. Where has God’s plan of salvation been revealed? In part and in 
full. 
 
 

Connections 

1.  v2 What have the three Persons of the Trinity done for each 
Christian? Put each phrase in your own words. 
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2. List the characteristics of our ‘inheritance’. What confidence 
should that give us? (Note Luke 12:33) 
 
 
Read Isaiah 53, Psalm 22:7-8, 17-18 and Jeremiah 31:31-34; 33:14-
16. What was the process the ‘prophets’ went through (v10)? 
What advantage over the prophets do the readers of Peter’s letter 
have? 
 
 

3. The Gospel Connection: Read Matthew 4:18-23. How was Peter 
called to be an apostle? What task were he and the others who 
were called given? 
 
 

Impact 

1.  In our increasingly pagan society, how should we react to the 
situations in which we find it difficult to be Christian? 
 
 

2. From this passage what would you say to a person who says that 
this world is ‘hopeless’ or perhaps ‘meaningless’? 
 
 

 

A verse or two to learn: 

1:3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great 
mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and into an inheritance 
that can never perish, spoil or fade-- kept in heaven for you…  
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Study 2: 1 Peter 1:13-25 

“Set Your Hope Fully” 
Before You Start 
What does ‘holy’ mean? Who do you think of as a ‘holy person’? 
For discussion.  
 
 
Listen Carefully to 1 Peter 1:13-25 
The Text  

1. Where should our hope be? 
 
 

2. What should ‘obedient children’ (v14,15) be? 
 
 

3. What was the redemption price that was paid? 
 
 

4. What is the family characteristic we are to grow in (v22)? Why 
should we do this? 

 
 
Connections 

1. When will Jesus be revealed? What will be revealed then? 
 
 
 

2. What does ‘holy’ mean? How can YOU be holy? See also 
Matthew 5:20, 48 
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3. What is the point of the lamb allusion (v19)? In what sense is 
Jesus a ‘lamb’? 

 
 
 

4. v24,25 quotes Isaiah 40:6-8. What is the point of this quotation? 
 
 
 

5. The Gospel Connection: Read Mark 9:1-13. Who was present? 
What in 1 Peter 1:1-25 might reflect Peter’s experience here? 

 
 
 
Impact 

1.  What does the passage say about how we should live as 
Christians? Try to move from the principles to practical examples 
in your daily life. 

 
 
 
 

2. When we speak about God to others what should be at the centre 
of that discussion? 

 
 
 
 
A verse or two to learn: 
1:14 As obedient children, do not conform to the evil desires you had 
when you lived in ignorance.  15 But just as he who called you is holy, 
so be holy in all you do. 
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Study 3: 1 Peter 2:1-10 

“Now You Are the People of God 
Before You Start 
From the facts presented in chapter one, what follows for our 
behaviour? What is the ‘therefore’ (2v1) there for? 
 
 
 
Listen Carefully to 1 Peter 2:1-10 
The Text  

1. What should we get rid of? What should we ‘crave’? Why? 
 
 
 
 

2. What things are pure spiritual milk? (the Authorised Version 
translates it ‘milk of the word’ - see 1:25) 

 
 
 
 

3. In v4 the focus shifts. What is the main concern of v4-5? How do 
these verses connect with v6-10? 

 
 
 
 

4. What is God building and with what (v4-8)? 
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Connections 
1. Who is the living stone? What is the story of the stone? Look up 

Isaiah 28:16; Psalm 118:22; Mark 12:11; Acts 4:11; 1 Corinthians 
3:11; Ephesians 2:19-22. What is the difference between those 
who reject the stone and those who see it as precious? 

 
 
 

2. Look up Exodus 19:1-6. Compare it to v9, 10 here. What does this 
say about God’s plan and promises for his people? See also 
Isaiah 43:16-21 (esp. 20-21). 

 
 
 

3. The Gospel Connection Read John 13:1-17. What do you think 
Peter learnt about Jesus from this incident? 

 
 
 
Impact 

1.  So how do we ‘grow up’ in our salvation this week? 
 
 

2. What does it mean, practically, for Christians to be a ‘priesthood’, 
a ‘holy nation’ and a ‘people belonging to God? 

 
 
A verse or two to learn: 
2:9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 
people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who 
called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.  10 Once you were 
not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not 
received mercy, but now you have received mercy.  



1 PETER 

STRANGERS IN THE WORLD 

KIAMA ANGLICAN CHURCHES  Bible Studies: September-November 2020  15 

Study 4: 1 Peter 2:11-25 

‘Aliens and Strangers in the World’ 
Before You Start 
Do we ‘belong’ in this world? How should we relate to it?  
 
 
Listen Carefully to 1 Peter 2:11-25 
The Text  

1. What is one way Christians can influence ‘pagans’ (v12)? 
 
 
 

2. What are governments supposed to do? What should be the 
Christian reaction to governments? (see Rom. 13:1-7; 1 Tim. 2:1-2). 

 
 
 

3. What should be the attitude of the slave to his master (2:18-20)? 
How does this relate to us here and now? 

 
 
 

4. What facts about Jesus’ death are presented or implied here? 
 
 
 
Connections 

1. How are these Christians described? What does this mean? Does 
this describe us 21st century Christians also? 
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2. Read Isaiah 53:5, 7, 9, 12 (see Mark. 14:61, 65; 15:29; John. 19:1-
9). Compare 1 Peter 2:22; 24-25. What does this say about Jesus’ 
death and Peter’s understanding of it? 

 
 

3. Look at v12 and v15. What influence should our Christian lives 
have on those around us? 

 
 

4. The Gospel Connection Read Mark 12:13-17. What did Peter learn 
about Government and authority here? Look also at 
Matthew 17:24-27. 

 
 
Impact 

1. What specific actions are commended in this passage? How do we 
implement them in our lives? 

 
 
 

2. “Christian freedom is the liberty to live as the servants of God, 
fulfilling his will (16). It is not, therefore, the licence to please 
oneself, under the pretext of ‘permissiveness’.” (NBC) Discuss this. 

 
 

3. So... how do we in Kiama follow Jesus’ example? 
 
 
 
A verse to learn: 
2:12 Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse 
you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on 
the day he visits us.  
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Study 5: 1 Peter 3:1-12 

“Love as Brothers” 
Before You Start 
‘Love’ is a much-misused word in our world. What should it mean to us 
as Christians? 
 
 
Listen Carefully to 1 Peter 1:1-20 
The Text  

1. What attitude is commended for wives (3:1-6)? Discuss the 
implications. Compare Ephesians 5:21-24, 33. 

 
 
 

2. What attitude is commended for husbands (3:7)? Discuss the 
implications. Compare Ephesians 5:21, 25-33. 

 
 
 

3. What attitudes are commended for ‘all of you’? 
 
 
 

4. How do we repay ‘insult’ and ‘evil’ with ‘blessing’? (v9) 
 
 
 
Connections 

1. What does v3-4 say about attitudes in our world? 
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2. What do you understand by the term ‘submit’? Note the ‘in the 
same way’ in v1 (see 2:17). (Consider Genesis 3:16; James 4:7; 
1 Peter 5:5; and again Ephesians 5:21-33, especially v21). 

 
 

3. Consider the positives that are commended in v8-9 (and indeed 
v10-12). How do you think our church stacks up against these? 
What about you personally? 

 
 

4. The Gospel Connection: Read Luke 6:27-36. What had Peter learnt 
from Jesus’ words?  

 
 
 
Impact 

1.  Love is the summary word here. Why is it sometimes hard to 
show love? How can we encourage one another to do better in 
this area? 

 
 
 

2. Because of what Jesus has done for us, we are righteous. What 
does it mean then to have the ‘eyes of the Lord’ on us all the 
time? (v12) 

 
 
 
A verse or two to learn: 
3:8 Finally, all of you, live in harmony with one another; be 
sympathetic, love as brothers, be compassionate and humble.  9 Do not 
repay evil with evil or insult with insult, but with blessing, because to 
this you were called so that you may inherit a blessing.  
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Study 6: 1 Peter 3:13-4:6 

‘Set Apart Christ as Lord’ 
Before You Start 
What prevents us from consistently and constantly doing ‘good’? 
 
 
 
 
Listen Carefully to 1 Peter 3:13-4:6 
The Text  

1. What should we be always prepared to do? (v15-16) How should 
we do this? 

 
 
 

2. Why is setting ‘apart Christ as Lord’ (v15 NIV 1984) a counter to 
fear and suffering? 

 
 
 

3. Consider 3:18. Discuss what this little outline of the Gospel tells us 
about our faith? 

 
 
 

4. 4:1 We should have the same attitude as whom? What does that 
mean? 
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Connections 
1. What does the resurrection accomplish for us? 3:18, 21 

How does baptism save us? 3:21 
 
 
 

2. What is the point 4:1-6 is making? 
 
 

3. What is all this about the days of Noah and spirits in prison? 
(You will need a commentary to help you here, I suspect.) 

 
 
 

4. The Gospel Connection: Read Mark 14:66-72. Try to imagine 
Peter’s thoughts as he wrote v15-17 

 
 
 
Impact 

1.  When we are afraid to speak up for the gospel or for Christian 
truth, what should we keep in mind? 

 
 

2. Look up Philippians 2:6-11. What does this say about having the 
same attitude as Jesus? How do we put this into practice? 

 
 
 
A verse to learn:  
3:18 For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the 
unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but 
made alive by the Spirit…  
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Study 7: 1 Peter 4:7-19 

“Be Clear Minded and Self-Controlled” 

Before You Start 
As Christians why should we obey the Lord’s commands? 
 
 
 
Listen Carefully to 1 Peter 4:7-19 
The Text  

1. What reason is given for being ‘clear minded and self-controlled’? 
(4:7 NIV 1984) 

 
 
 

2. In 4:7-11 list the things we are to do. Discuss how we can help one 
another do these things. 

 
 
 

3. From 4:12-19 what do we learn about suffering as a Christian? 
 
 
 

4. What should we not be suffering for? Discuss things that could 
bring this wrong sort of persecution upon us. 

 
 
 
Connections 

1. What is meant by ‘the end of all things’? (4:7) 
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2. What does ‘love covers a multitude of sins’ mean? 
How do we truly love one another?  

 
 
 

3. How is it possible to rejoice in suffering? 
 
 
 

4. The Gospel Connection: Read Mark 14: 32-42. What in chapter 4 
reflects this experience of Peter? What should we learn from it? 

 
 
 
Impact 

1.  This passage is about ministering to one another and suffering for 
Christ’s sake. How do they relate and how does doing one help us 
to do the other? 

 
 
 

2. What, practically, do we learn from 4:19? 
 
 
 
 
A verse or two to learn: 
4:7 The end of all things is near. Therefore, be clear minded and self-
controlled so that you can pray.  8 Above all, love each other deeply, 
because love covers over a multitude of sins.   
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Study 8: 1 Peter 5:1-14 

“Under God's Mighty Hand” 

Before You Start 
To quote the song, “Lord, it’s hard to be humble.” 
What is true humility? 
 
 
Listen Carefully to 1 Peter 5:1-14 
The Text  

1. Who are the different groups addressed in 5:1-5? What are they 
to do? 

 
 

2. What things are Christians commanded to do or be in v5-11. 
 
 
 

3. How is the devil described? What are we to do about him? 
 
 
 

4. What point are verses 10 and 11 making? Who wins? 
 
 
 
Connections 

1. Look at Psalm 78:70-72; Proverbs 3:34; James 4:6; 
Matthew 23:12. How do these verses help us to understand what 
is meant by ‘humility’? 
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2. From this passage what are the essentials of Christian leadership? 
 
 

3. Look at these passages: Romans 13:13-14; Colossians 3:9-14; 
Ephesians 6:13-18 (and also Luke 24:49;  Galatians 3:26-27). 
Discuss the imagery of ‘being clothed’ or ‘putting on’. What is this 
saying about our Christian lives? 

 
 

4. What can we learn from 5:12-14 about relationships, 
encouragement and Peter himself? 

 
 

5. The Gospel Connection: Read John 21:1, 15-25. What role is Peter 
given? How does 1 Peter reflect that role? 

 
 
 
Impact 

1.  Work through your list from ‘The Text’ Question 2 and discuss 
how you can do these things better this week. 

 
 

2. Discuss what it really means to put 5:7 into practice. 
 
 
A verse or two to learn: 
5:6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under God's mighty hand, that he 
may lift you up in due time.  7 Cast all your anxiety on him because he 
cares for you. 


